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Whether it be Lawful toſeparatefrom 
the Publick WorſhipofGodinthe PAROC HIAL 
Aſſemblies of England, upon that New Pretence, 
which ſome Men make, Of the. Caſe being:much 
Altered now from what it was, when the Puritans 
wrote againſt the Brg and the Presbyterians 

:- againſt the Independent. 
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The more Modern Obje&ons, which 


are now pretended by our Diſenters, to alter the 
Caſe, are theſe which follow ; being Particularly 
anſwer'd, (moſtly out of the Nonconforming Mini- 
ſters own Writings) in theſe Papers. 


1. IT look's more like compliance with Carnal Intereſt 
I than Conſcience, for Men to hold Communion 
with Pariſh- Aſſemblies at this time. 

2. There are many more Corruptiens and. Impoſitions in 
the Church now, which hinder our Communion with it. 

3. 1 could goto the Publick Aſſemblies if I were left to 
my own Liberty of Conſcience, but I cannot do it being 
Compell d. ; 

4. We have now more Experience and Light than was 

formerly, to dire us. | 

5. If we ſhould now join in Communion withtheChurch 
of England, we ſhould ſeem guilty of Apoltacy, in byild- 
ing up the things we our ſelves once deſtroyed. 

6. Weare entered now into a Solemn League and Cove- _ 
nant to endeavour greater Reformation in the Church. 

7. If Icomply with the Liturgy at this Time, I ſhould 
gratifie the Papitts, and weaken theProteſtant Intereſt. 

8, I cannot held Communion with Railers and Perſe- 
cutors, and ſuch Scandalous Perſons, as are moſt, Mini- 


fters and People in the Publick Aſſemblies now adays: 
& 5- 9. The 
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9. The way of Preaching is now quite altered, and the 
Dodrines that are generally taught are very corrupt :either 
meer Morality or elſethorow-paced Arminianiſm and con- 
trary to the DoFrine of the Church of England. 

10. Our Nonconforming Mzziſters themſelves (who 
doubtleſs well know what they do) will not go to Church 
ow, whereas formerly they did. 

11, If we ſhould Pot attend the Miniſtry of the Non- 
conformiſts ſtil, They muſt ſtarve for want of Mainte- 
rrance, they being | Poor and Indigent, having loſt their 
Livings. 

12. There have been ſa many Books written of late in 
Defence of Nonconformity,that I cannot be ſatisfy'd, but 

ſtill remain in Doubt, Whether it be lawful to hold Com- 
2mmnion with the Parochial Aſſemblies ; I vehemently 
ſuſpe® it to be ſinful, and whatſoever is-not of Faith 1s 
* Sin, and therefore there's an end of the Contraverſy. 


| © 
RESOLUTION: : 


OF THIS 


| CASE, & 


EACE and Unity, as they are the great de- 
ſignof the Chriſtian Do@rine, ſois the want of 
them no where more fatal,” and more to be 
lamented than in the Chriſtian Church. Our 

later Ages have ſufficiently demonſtrated the fad effects 
of our Diſſentions 3; F wiſh the ſenſe of them might 
unite all Chriſtians ; but eſpecially ſuch of us, as ſe- 
parate upon ſxzall pretences, if not leſs Reaſon. For 'tis 
Pitty that any [| little} matter ſhould be the occaſion 
of ſo great an Evil amongſt ſuch. 'Tis enough.ſfad, 
that Proteſtants (after all their peaceable Endeavours) 
cannot gain Unity withothers : 'Tis too much ſo, that 
any Breach ſhould be maintain'd and widen'd among 
themſelves. Here, Friends ought not ſure to fall 
out with, and ſeparate from one another upon light 
occaſions z which, to be ſure, can effectually advan- 
tage none but their Enemies, and afflict none more 
than themſelves. | 

The ſence of this hath, not only here of late forc't 
many ſeaſonable Perſuafives from ſeveral of our Emi- 
nent London- Miniſters of the Church of England, (in 
thoſe excellent Keſolutions of many Caſes of Conſcience) 
tending 
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tending to Unite us ; but likewiſe hath ever rendred 
ſeparation from the Publick Worſhip of God in the 
Parochial Aſſemblies, ſo unbefeeming, ſo unnatural 
even to the Old Nonconforming Divines themſelves, 
That there is nothing can be mote evident to the In- 
telligent part of Mankind who have read Men and 
Books, than that themſelves have Writ ſtrenuoutly a- 
gainititCas hath been ſufficienti already ſhew'n in that 


- late exccllent Picce,called,The Caſe of Lay-Communion, 


1. Ot 


Anſw. 


juſtified from the Teſtimony of above an hundred Noncop- 
formiſts )and in their ow! Writings have anſwered all 
the Obj: ions that a:cuſually made. And therefore 
-our preſent Separattſis, to vindicate themle]ves in this 
Poinr, and. that they may not be thought Apoſtates 
from their Principles, hxveendeavoured to find outa 
vaſt Difference between the ſtate of the Pariſh. 
Churches now, and what they were in thoſe days, 

The Deſign of this Paper 1s (with the greateſt Can- 
dour and Charity )tohelp them likewiſe off this Rock, 
againſt which they ſeem ſo willing to Ship-wrack the 
Peace and Unity of the Church, and to conſider thoſe 
Differences which are pretended, and toanſier them 
(for their ſtronger Convincement)molſtly out of their 
own. Writings (not medling with any that have been 
collected into that late Piece above-named) againſt 
that New Sett of ObjeGions, lately ſtarted up; when 
the old one's like ſo many lying Oracles are ſtruck 
Dumbby the force of Ancient and Modern Arguments 
of thoſe ſeveral eminent Divines in London. 

Firſtofall, They now Obje@ and tell #s, That it looks 
more like Compliance withCarnal Intereft than Conſcience 
for Men to hold Communion with Pariſh- Aſſemblies at 
this time. : : 

An Objection than which none 1s more common (a- 
mong{t the Vulgar of them eſpecially) when Commu- 

| | nion 
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CF 
nion isurged. Butwhy muſt a Regular Obedienceto . 
Laws be called a Compliance with Carnal Intereſt ? 
Why may it not be more Charitably preſumed that the 
Reaſon why ſome Men alter their former Principles 
and Pradtices, is, becauſe they have now taken more 
pains than ordinary in ſtudying, reading, and diſ- 
courſing the Point of Lay-Communion, and ſodiſcover 
themſelves to have been in the wrong all this while, 
having been impoſed upon by rhe ſubtle Inſfinuations 
of their Guides, whoſe wreſted Interpretations of 
Scripture and Miſapplications of Texts have led them 
into. Paths of Separation 1n order to the promoting a 
Private Intereſt. No one Principle hath proved a 
greater friend to Separation than Men's Pride, in 
thinking it a Diſgrace tu change their Minds tha' up- 
on the cleareſt Convidtionsand moſt apparent Reaſon. 
Hath it nor been the practice of the Wiſeſt Men that 
ever were, to alter their Judgments upon more ma- 
ture and (olid thaughts? Mutt a Man alwaysbe of this 
Mind beeauſe he once was fo? St. Auſtzz himfelt wrote 
bis RetraGions. Days teach Knowledge, and every 
Man is,or ought to be, Wiſer as he is Older, and more 
experienced. We ought not, therefore, to cenſure 
any Man, as guided by Carnal Intereft, whenhe can 
gtve a better Reaſon for his Adion 1n attending the 
Publick Worſhip of in the Parochial Aſſemblies, 
than we who Cenſure him can give againſt it 3 and 
perhaps he hath taken ten times the pains rightly toin- 
form his. Underſtanding, than one that fcruples it hath 
done. Sothat what one Man may think a Sin to do, 
he may think it a $1n toforbear. The uncharitable 
Cenforious: Perſon hath loſt half the Religion of 
Chriſtian 3 and hath exchanged one of the fareſt Gra- 
ees of a Saint, for one of the Blackelt Charaters of a 


By 
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By the ſame Rule that I cenſure another Man for 
differing from me, he may cenſure me for differing from 
him 3 and then if Almighty God ſhonld Damn us all, 
for ſuch things which (traight-laced, narrow-ſoul'd 
Chriſtians Damn one another for, very few would be 
ſaved. It's better to give an.account to a Merciful 
God for too much Charity, than for too great Cen- 
ſoriouſneſs.: + 2 117 Oo 9 : 

The Reverend Mr. How methinks(would they con- 


| fider him) hath ſpoken enough to convince them of 


this fault, and ro anſwer this their ObjeQtion, #2: his 
Sermon at the Morning Exerciſe, in that laſt Volume 
lately publiſhed. on, 

<* This Objection (ſays he) ſmells ſtrong in a very 
& high Degree of Uncharitableneſs, very unbecoming - 
« a true Chriſtian temper; which would make us ab<« 
« ſtain from Cenfuring of one another as Inſincere, 
« upon. the account of Religious Differences. 
« Where Love remains and bears rule, it cannot: be 


- © that they, who are unſatisfied with the way of 


'« Worſhip that Generally obtains, ſhould cenſure 
< them that are ſatisfied, as if they were Inſincere, 
«< meerly becauſe of this Difference. oY 

* Why ſhould we think that nothing but corrupt 
« Inclinations mult govern ſome Chriſtians, who think 
<« it their Duty to attend the Publick Forms, there- 
« by to teſtify -their Union with other fincere Chri- 
« ſtians under thoſe Forms, efpeciallyin a time when 
<« the Conteſt 1s ſo high in the World, between them 
« who profeſs the Subſtance of reformed Chriſtianity, 
« and them that have ſo much deformed.it > Why 
* may not ſome Chriſtians think it becomes them at 
<« any time to expreſs: their Unconfinedneſs to a Par- 
«ty, and to ufe-that- Chriſtian Liberty, which they 
< think ſhould not be judged by another Man's = 
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© ſreience, which yet they would have Rgard unto, 
«& were there not ' greater ' reaſons to preponde- 
© rate ? £ 

*« True ChriſtianLove, and Compaſhon of Humane 
&« frailty, and an humble ſence of a man's own weak- - 
«< neſs ſhould oblige him to think, that Conſcience 
* towards God may have a greater Hand in guiding 
* Men the different ways they take, than is common- 
. © Iy thought. We ought to conſider that tho'ſuch 
< and ſuch reafons ſeem not weighty to- us, they - 
* may 'to- fome others, who are as much affraid of 
<« {inning againſt God as we ; and-perhaps their Un- 
& derftandings are as good in other matters-as ours. 
«< Men's Apprehenfions are of a different fize, and{con- 
* ſequently their Confſciencious Determinations -- 
* And they have various reliſhes of things which we 
© ought to conſider with Equanimity to make us re- 
*frain hard Cenſures. The Martyrs in Queen Mary's + 
* Days found great Spiritual refreſhing by the Com- 
<* mon Prayer :: And fo ſome in our Days profeſs 
* that their Hearts have been much warmed, and 
<-their Aﬀe&@ions' raisd by it. It would be unche- 
<* ritable, more to ſuſpe& their fincerity than oor 
"© own. It'sa difficult thing 'to'fit in Judpment'up- 
& on another Man  eſpectally'in amatter offo high 
« a nature as the Poſture of his heart towards God. 
« If ſome have more Latitnde than T, and think 
©. what they may doin preſent Circumſtances 3 {> far 
« 2s they may, they ' miſt,” *Wotild it not' be- the 
© DiQate of Love, patiently to admit it, eſpecially 
< when it comes to'ifuffering ? Thus he. E7 

And what can be more cofe, <fhien ſuch reaſoning, 
to their Objection? | Ah hotriitith behind Himh"ts 
Mr. Gif ord, the old Noncoforniiſt, Who was fo tar 
from looking upon Connnanon' with the -Chureb, 
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-as a meer compliatice with Carnal Intereſt, that he 


tells you ©.Some Separatifts are proceeded lo far,that 
<« they will not hear the Prayers of the Book 3 which 


:<T take: to be a-greater;$in-than many do ſuppoſe. 


« Nay, ſays he, ſome are gone. ſo far as to fall into a 
< Damnable Schiſm, and; yet. take themfclves for the 


<< moſt godly Chriſtians. See his: Preface tohis ſecond 
Treatiſe againſt the Donatilt's of Ezgland (tor ſo he 


calls the Separatift'.) -: i 77 | PEST, 

Thus you ſee what ſence your own Leaders pro- 
feſs, concerning this firſt Objection, which is fondly 
ſuffer'd to retain you -from- our Publick Aſſemblies. 


It /is, certainly, a very :Antichriſtjan temper, and 


hath init avery high Degree of Phapaticiſm,to cenſure 


Men for their Obedience.to the Laws. of God. and the 
King. Tme ſure it's contrary to an Apoltolical Can- 
non, for him that eateth, npt, to Judg him that eateth : 
As well. as for him that eateth, to Judg him that eateth 
Thu(dill Objett our Lay-Separazſts) The.caſe is jrow 
much altered, by the many corrupt 1mpoſitions, and 
therefore we cannot. Communicate with your: Parochial 
Aſſemblies. 17425444 205,14 $4 20t 07 mot - .3::11is 5 © 
_ To-4his Trapfwer, The: moderate Nogyouſormafi 
themſzhves do; (ay. they;cannct, indeed, in Reaſqnz 
do otherwile;). with :gne conſent declare, that, Sepa> 
ratjon from the Publick.,Worſhip of God, when it is 


- o 


maerly. upon the;-acgount. of ſome Corruptians, and 
Defects in the Circumſtantial Modes. of. Admjviltrati 
on, where the: Subſtance of Religion 1s ſound and 
good (maintaijning-neither. Howes. in Docrjne, nor 


Idolarry. in Worſkip) is0 be abſohucly condemned. 
Buzzbe Pariſh Churches ob Ewgland, where, the TA 

ſtance of, Religionzgſaund.and good, are(copfeiſedly) 
ile re: They ar e not to be ſepa- 
* rated 
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rated from, -upon this -pretence, that there are-ſome 
ſuppoſed Corruptions and Defects in the Circumſtan- 
tial Modes of Adminiſtration. - Where the Ground is 
ſound and good, we may ſafely venture to raiſe our 
Building, the Quagmires ſhould be round about us. 
*Shall men ( ſays Mr. Ber. Bruning, in his Sermon 
© preach'd at Ipſwitch, at the. EleFion of Parliament 
* Mer, 1660) chop off the Head of Religion it ſelf, 
* only becauſe they find a Bauble upon its Sleeve ? 
«* Nothing can juſtify Separation from the Church, - 
5 but that Churches Apoſtacy into down right Idola- 
* try or ſome Damnable Hereſie. -By all that I can 
© learn-from my Bible, we can be: aſſured of nothin 
«elſe : for Perſons willingly to ſeparate androcfull 
* Communion with a Church, fo:tong as God vouch- 

© fafe's Communion 3;- how can this be-juſtifyed, or 
© how willit be anſwered? Iknow not. Thoſe Words, | -c,.. ; 
|j- © come out from among them, and be ye- ſeparate, have 19. 
© been much abuſed for the encouragement of Separa- 

© tion from the Publick Aſſemblies of Exgland.. For 
* who is it, but ſuch as are forlornly void of all Chrr- 
* {tian Charity, that dare ſay concerning the hundred 

© Years paſt, that the} Aſſemblies of the. Church of 
* England have- had nothing of 'the- Lord's gracious 

© preſence with them? Or that 'Ordinances have been 

* empty things 2 He that affirms. this, bears falſe wit- 

* neſs againftithouſands of glorifyed Saints 1n Heaven, 

* and Gracious Souls'on Earth, who have found ' to 

* their everlaſting comfort the:Preſence of God in his 

* Ordinances among us. - : Suppoſe there are Miſcar- 

* riages in the Management of God's. Worſhip : and 
* Ordinances amongſt.us, yet if they be not ſuch as 

* drive God away, I ſee no reaſon they. have to drive 

© usaway. If the Lord had ever intended to ſend 

* any going whilſt he afforded his owh preſence, 

EI B 2 [ſome } 
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*[ fee ] from among thew would: be improper Lan- 


c guage in fuch a cafe 3 It muſt have been | go] from 
6 T thens, not came.  Suppate eur Lot be caſt.in 
© a Church that hath-Corruptions and Miſcarrages 
< whilſt it bolds the Subſtantials of trae Docrine and 
*Worſhip 3 do any think in this Caſe, they cannot 
© hold Communion with fucha Church without being 
© acceſſory to its Miſcarriages, and incurring the guile 
© of its Corruptions 2 I muſt profeſs1 am clearly ofa- 
© nother Opinion and Judgment, and am confirmed 
© in it from the Praftice of our Lord and Maſter - 
© Who: was a member of the Jewiſp Church, whilſt 
* it was corrupt in Do@rine, Worſhip and Conver- 
© fation. *Tis.true; he was far from owning its Cor- 
* ruptions : He lamented aud reproved them, and la- 
© boured a Redrefs.z, but ſtill held Communion with 
© it asa Member of it. He ſharply reproves the ſever 
© Churches for what was amiſs; and-ſeverely threatens 
© them, if they amend not. Butall this while, there 
© is not the leaſt blame laid upon any Member of thoſe 
5 Churches, for not withdrawing or ſuſpending their 
© Communion. Did their Communion with #he Church 
© of Sardis make them acceſiory to the defilements of 
*1t-? How then could our Saviour have truly faid of 
© them, that they had: not defiled their Garments ? 
* Would any man take it: well tohave aPlague-mark 
* clapt upon his Door becauſe of ſome Uncleanneſs in 
© his Houſe F This 1s the uſage that Chriſt meets with- 
F al, when any ſeparate from a! Church as Antichrifti- 
* an upon any Groundsſhort of groſs Apoſtacy. Let 
* all the World ſee that Principles of Loyalty, Lega- 
<lity and Civil Order, are no Inconfiſtencies with th 
6 moſt attainable heigth's of Heavenly-minded Chriſti 
anity. 5-39 | 
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Theſe are the very Words of this excellent Man ; _ 
which let any Separatiſts impartially conſider, and 
then tell me, if umnpos'd Corruptions jin a true 
Church , be ſufficient to excuſe their Separation 
from it. | 

But the Queſtion is, what are Corruptions and Im- 
poſitions in the Worſhip of God. Suppoſe an hot 
headed Man, who in the late times of Rebellion and 
Confuſion took upon him the Liberty tocall ſuch and 
ſuch things Corruptions ; doth this warrant them to 
be truly ſuch? 

Let us conſider what the more cool and tempe- 
rate Writers before the Wars called corrupt Impo fiti- 

ONs. | 
Mr. Byfeild, in his Commentary upon St. Peter, and 
particularly upon this Text, Submit to every Ordi- hg ” 
mance of Man for the Lords ſake, faith 5 © That in 
* Church Matters, the Magiſtrate may command, and 
* the Subject muſt obey. And he ſets down a Cata- 
logue of many things called [zventions of Man,uſed in 
the Worſhip of God, without any Commandment of 
God, both before the Law, under the Law, and af- 
ter the Law, that might lawfully be uſed. *© Nay 
* ( faith he ) Inconvenient Ceremonies in the Wor- 
© ſhip of Gad may be uſed, to prevent worſe Incan- 
* veniencies. And then he goeson mentioning the par- 
|, ticulars, Page 435. © In Ceremonial and Circum- 
* ſtantial things, it is nat always a Sin to ſerve from 
* Examples in. Scripture. It does not. follow that if 
* Chriſt did fit at the Supper, therefore it's unlawful 
© to kneel. Sitting at the Sacrament was manifeſtly. 
© 2 Humane Invention ;. which ſhews that the Com- 
* mandments of God about - Circumſtantial things 
© might in ſome caſes be tranſpreſfled without Sin, and _ 


© were never intended: to bind the Conſcience abſo- 
| lutely 
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© lutely as Moral Precepts in Subſtantials did. As for 
* Example. The Command* of God was that every 
£ Man-Child ſhould be Circtimciſed the eighth Day ; 
' © Yet the Children of Iſrael were not Circumcifed in 
© the Wilderneſs for fourty years together, ec. Nay, 
* (faith he) ſome ſignificant Ceremonies were law- 
* ful: As the Altar by Jordan, the Cup at the Paſſo- 
© ver, the covering on the Heads of Women, and 
© the Love Feaſt, with the Holy Kiſs. Read the Au- 
© thor, and you wlll receive more Satisfaction. | 

Mr. Sprint, theEminent old Conformiſt, who wrote 
that learned and Pious Book called the Neceſſity of 
- Conformity in Caſe of Deprivation, will likewiſe ſufh- 
ciently ſatisfy any unprejudic'd Reader, whois willing 
to read the Arguments on both ſides. 

Mr. Perkins, likewiſe, in his Expoſition upon the 
Epiſtle of Fude, hath this paſſage. * If (ſays he) the 
* Church err in matter of Religion, then muſt we 
* conſider whether the error be in a more weighty 
* and ſubſtantial Point, or in matter of leſs impor- 
© tance. It it be in ſmaller points, ( the Foundation 
© being kept ) we may not ſeparate our ſelves. If it 
© be in Subſtance of Doctrine, or in the Foundation, 
© then we muſt conſider whether it err of Humane 
© Frailty,for of Obſtinacy: If of Frailty, we may not 
© ſeparate. The Church of Galatia was through Frail- 
< ty quickly turned to another Goſpel, and erred in 
© the Foundation, holding Juſtification by Works ; 
* yet Paul writeth unto it as unto a Church of God. 
© So likewiſe the Church of Corinth erred grievouſly, 
© and overthrew the Article of the ReſurreFion ; and 
© yet Panl behaved himſelf accordingly unto it. But if 
© the Church.err in the Subſtance of Religion obſti- 
© nately, then with good Conſcience Separation may 
© be made. Whence.we fee ( as he afterwards mw 
clude 
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*cludes ) that no man may with good Conſcience 
* ſeparate himſelf from the Church of Exgland; ſeeing 
< jt teacheth, believeth, and obeyeth the Doctrine of 
< the Prophets and Apoltles. 1 | 

The Reverend Myr. Garzal, in his Book called the 
Chriſtian in compleat Armour, doth exceedingly con- 
demnthe ſcrupulousSeparatiſts, who turn their Backs 
upon the Publick Worſhip of God, becauſe of ſome 
faults in the; Adminiſtration. * We find, indeed, 
* faith he, Formality forbidden, but not Forms -of 
© Prayer: And we are commanded to beware of the lea- 
© ven of the Phariſees, but we are not forbidden to 
© hear their Do&rine. 

Mr. Hudſon, in his Vindication of the Eſſence and 
Unity of the Catholick, Church, greatly Laments Separa- 
tion from the Publick Aflemblies ; and condemns 
thoſe, who call their own Mother Whore, by name- 
ing our Church, Babylon, Egypt, Rome, &c. That 
they may. ſcum the Cream off our Aſſemblies, Di- 
vir; Gich he, is-the, Devil's Muſick, that which 
makes tim laugh, ſhould make us weep. 

" This Paſſage of Mr. Gataker's, is likewiſe very ob- 
ſervable, oat its the Work of Angels, not men 3 at 
the end of t ie World,not now,to gather outof Chrilt's 
Kingdom'-all things that offend. 

By what then hath been alledged, this Argument 
for Separation muſt neceſſarily fall to the Ground : 
Arid tho there were really thoſe Corruptions which 
the Diffenters'do pretend £ asT'me -ſyre there 1s not) 
_ inthe Publick Worſhip of our Parochial Afemblies ; 
yet ſince all are fatisfyed that the Subſtance of it is 
found and good, 'no man can, with a good Conſci- 
ence, actuated by Chriftian Principles, abſent him- 
{ſc]f upon that account. DE 


i 


Well then. ( replyes the Separatiſt ) I would go 179 3Obj. 
Cn On | CRedrooge tte | 


Anſw. 


the Publick Aſſemblies if I were left to my own Liberty of 
Conſcience, but T cannot do it being compelled by Penal- 
ties, and ſo impoſed upon. | | | 
Why did you not do it then, when you were left 
to your liberty by Izdulgence > What Compulſfion 
abſented. you, when his Majeſty granted you Liber- 
ty of Conſcience > Then you would not come, be- 
cauſe Authority did not compel) you to it ; and now 
you refuſe, becauſe it does. What a ſtrange, irratic- 
nal way is this, of humouring your Arguments? 
What a querulous unchriſtiqn temper does ſuch an 
ObjeQion diſcover ? I'm ſure it would be judged a 
ſurly temper, and an high A& of Diſobedience in 
any of your own Children, to tell you, he will not 
do ſuch or ſuch a thing becauſe you impoſe your 
Commands, and require him to do it, and do not 
leave him to his own Liberty. But ( to convince 
you fairly of at, pray conſider the force of this 
lain Argument ſeriouſly with your ſelves, , »iz. 
hatever is commanded by the Government, under 
which we live, and is no Sin againſt the Soveraignty 
of Almighty God, is a Chriſtian's Duty. But to at- 
tend the Publick Worſhip of God, is commanded by 


the Government under which we live, and is no 


Sin againſt Almighty God. Erg. It is an indiſpenſable 
undoubted Duty. - 

The Major Propoſition in this Argument is plain 
from Scripture, Rom. 13, 1 Tit. 3, 1. 1 Pet. 2. 13. 
The Mizor confiſts of two parts. Firſt, the Govern- 
ment requires it, and ſecondly, Ir's no Sin againſt 
God. The firſt part is proved” by the Law of the 
Land : The' fecond is proved by the ſubſequent Ar- 

ments. | = ; 

That which fatisfyeth the Government under 
which we live, being fin, is a Subje&'s Duty. = 

| uc 


- 
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ſuch Attendance upon Publick Worſhip ſuits ahd ſa- 
tisfies the Government.” Erg. It's our Duty. 


For if we ought to:Pray for Magiſtrates that weway i Tim, 2. 
lead a quiet and peaceable Life under theme, it's noleſsour * 2: 
- duty to doalllawful aQions in order to thefameend. 
If it be our duty to folow Peace with all men,the Ma- He 12 


giſtrate is undoubtedly comprehended, and may juſtly 14 


claim a Preheminence. If it be our Duty to ſerve all Gal. 5. 3. 


Mes inall lawful and honeſt things, why muſt the Ma- 
giſtrate be excluded? : Shall places of Power be ſhut 
out of this common Priviledge >? The great example 
of our bleſſed Saviour would hereby be thwarted, who 
conformed to an Humane Edit, becauſe the Power 
commanded,and leaſt he ſhould give offence. 


And St.- Paul became all things to all men; and we Cor. g. 
have an Apoſtolical Canon for Obedience which we ** - 


oughtto follow, if we profeſs our ſelves Chriſtians. 
Men muſt not imagine they can freethemſelyes from 
Subjection to lawful Authority by wreſted Interpreta- 
tions and perverſe Applicationsof Holy Scripture ; as 
one lately, who told hisMiniſter, That Chrift had-com- 
manded him to fland faſt in the Liberty wherewith he had 
made him free. It's very frequent to hear Chriſtians 
called upon to come ont of Babylon, who were never 
in it 3 and to apply thoſe Scriptures which call:upon 
men to come out from amongſt IdoJatersand Heathens, 
as if ſpoken to Chriſtians to ſeparate from Religious 


«Aſſemblies, becauſe - (perhaps) of ſome "4 creme 


For ſhame let us not: cry out againſt Papiſts for ma- 


king the Scriptures a Noſe of Wax, and do the fame 

our ſelves. Ja bead po band | 4 - « | Tt 

: SomeMen (faith Mr. Bexter) who Plead for Liber- 

ty of Conſcience, deny'd'his Majeſty (the lateRoyal 
r) the uſe of His: own Chaplains, and-'of the 


Do 


Form preſcribed inthe _— | 


onfid C pars f T 
Do but confider udgmentsofyour own Teach- 
ers about this —_ _ you _—_ —_ = 
agrecing in this, t the Impalition of tbings (not 
ons the Divine Law) by Lawiul Authority, 
ought rather to be an Argument for Obedience, than 
againſt it. And this isacknowledg'd by divers Nor- 
corformiſts, at the very Savoy-Conferencez © That an 
<«« Inconvenient Mode of Worſbip may be a Sin inthe 
<« Impoſer-and ia the Chooſer and Voluntary Utler, 
< who may offer Gad better and will not. And yet it 
<« may be, notonly Lawfal, but a Duty to him, who 
<< 1s neceliutated to offer up thator none. 

Nay, The Independents themiclves acknowledge, 


That a Man is abliged in Conſcience to hold -Com- 


munion but with the Pureft Church they can, 
Now, if our Conſtitutions aveluch, that the Paro- 
chiel Aſſemblies axe the Purefi Ghyrch we are permit- 


. ted tohold Communzan with, then we ought to hold 


Communion with them by, theur own Amgument,: dr 
£lſe to: go into ather Countries where we may enjoy 
aur Libcrty io this Particular without breaking the 
Laws-or dfurbingthe Publick Peace, .- — 

Mn. Kremſhbs (the old Nowderfirmift.) had fo 
great: -Reverance. tor the Laws, That heteHs bisRee- 
dergin bis: Epifle before bit Serworre, * That he would 
© not have his Book keep them; at-home to-read on the 
* Loxdfs Days, but would have thein attend the Pub» 
© hok; Worlbip of God(notwisbBagdinge of: as 
. :AndMr. Sdoffiild, in bis Diſronn of Excuſes; lah; 
* k may;belakwful to. read ago: book at home on a 
* Sabbath Day ; but if nothinghinder, it 4s Þovb ſcans 
*.dalous and finful to ferbadi naming to the Bulalick 


©Woyſhip of ' God. Chrftiatiiberty fore ioob 


© fromShbjeQion to tbed.aws af Qod,, noxtiram/ober 
© dience tothe Laws of flnmaricAuthority. ©: 
Vl | "3: © on The 


(23) 
The Laws made to compe} men-to attend the Pub- 
lick Worſhip of God, were excellently defigned in 
their Original and Pioufly intended. Men ought to 
prefer a Publick Good before a Private Humour. For _ 
(as iswell obfery'd in Mr, Dxry's Epiftolatory ones) 
<Tt would lay the Foundation for Strifes and Diviſions 
© in a Kingdom to have two ways of Church Govern- 
* ment. It may agree with Machzavil/iar, but with no 
« Chriſtian Policy. Therefore to keep Unity intire, 
© the Few muſt yield tothe Major Votes. __ 
©There'snoman in his right reaſon(fays aReverend 
* Noneonformiing Divine) but will fay there a ne- 
© ceſlity of Government, andif of x Government, then 
© of Uniformityz- for Schiſm in the Church 'chreatens 
© Rune intheState. TheScepter canneverbecattied 
© ſteddy, where the Winds of contraryDo@rines blow. 
Mr. Stronge, tm his Sermons called, Two Sticks made 
one, ſaith, that * The way-to Peace and Unity is for 
© mentocondeſcend and yicld toGoverriment as far as 
«© they lawfully can, even againſt their own Rights. 
Thus, Inſtead of — againſt Moſes and Aa- 
ron, every Wife and Good man thinks it his Duty to 
give Thanks for Kings, and forall that are in Authority, \Tim-2.1. > , 
that God does incline their Hearts to mike Laws to 
'compet men'to attend his Publick Worſhip. True 
Loyalty being a part of their Religion; they had rather - 
the Civil Magiſtrate ſhould diive'them out of tlie Pri- 
; yateConventicle ies the Publick Afemblies, thanout 
of the Publick Aſſembly, imotHe Private/Conventicles. 
' But we have'now more Light than formerly, and the 4. Oj. 
Caſe (laythey) F altereFupon that acconnt. © © 
' -- Snppofe we have; if the light we pretegd'to be 4: 
Darknefs, How greavisthatDarknefs?> Tourtao mich 
Light hath fo fcatrered onrſight (as Mr. Rejnor, in his 
 Hpblogy for Learnizg, iotcablyooeve.) '*That wecan- 
2 


* not 
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© not..ſee our-Duty, we have more.cauſe to mourn 
© than to boaſt. If weare ſtruck blind with Revelati- 


**ons, and become not able'to ſee for Vifions, let us 
© beg pity.rather than ſlight Counſel. | 


Read Mr. Edwards's Epiſtle to his Gangrena, and 
he tells you what effe&s our. greater Light hath pro- 
duced, -viz. -* Our Reformation hath produced De- 


 *formation. The Parliament putdown Common-Prayer, 
and the Sectaries Cry down the Scriptures. They 
<]aid afide the Croſs in Baptiſm, and theſe Baptiſm it 


* ſel, The one pulled.down the Picture of the Tri- 
© nity, and the other deny the Dodrine of it. The 


© former were againſtPluralities, and the others againft 


< Miniſters Maintenance. }. 


# . x 


And Mr. Caſe, in his Sermon before the Parliament, 


tells the World,,..* That the Errors in the Biſhop's 


« days were but Tolerabiles Ineptie compared with the 
* DoGrines of Devils, taught afterwards. . | 

_ And.in the Epiſtle.to.Mr.Pool's Book. againſt Beedle, 
weare told, That *Errors formerly walked inthe dark, 
* but now they appeared (Cum Privilegio), at Noon- 
© day 3 ſuchisthe<tffeqt of our new and clearer Light. - 
_ . Mr. Baxter in The Defence of his Cure, &c. tells us, 


Z © That the-old Nonconformiſts were neither Blind,nox 


©Temporizers. They faw the danger. on botl-fides 
© as well as we. Our Light isnotclearer butleſs than 
© theirs. We ſee notfurther into that Cauſe than they 


 * did. Change of timedoth not changethe Truth, nor 


* will warrantus tochangeour Religion unleſs we re- 
* ſolve to change as often as the. Times change. If 
* we read over the Old Nonconformiſts Books againſt - 


© Separation, weſhall find the ſame ObjeQionsanſwer- 


© ed. Then judge whether their Caſe and our's was 
* not the ſame, | Indeed the Caſe of Miniſters Confor- 

© mity 1s much. altered by a new Act, which requizee 
| | < {tb 
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_ © ſubſcribing new things 3 but that part of the Liturgy, 
© whichthe Peopleare to joyn in, is made better and 
© eaſjer, it being amended by change of the Tranſh- 
* tion, and by ſome things explained, and ſome longer 
6 Prayers. And thirty yearsago there were many bare 
© Reading, no Preaching Miniſters for one that there 
* is now. Thereforeour Caſeof Separation being the 
* fame with what it- was of Old, it pities me to hear 
© many ſay, we aregrown wiſer now, and have more 
Light than they 3 whereas our Writings ſhew upon 
© the ſameSubjeR, that we are far below them. The 
© World knows that the Turn of the Times put moſt of 
© usinto the ſudden poſſeſſion of our Opinions with- 
© out one half of the Study which Ames, Cartwright, 
* Parker, and others beſtowed upon theſe Points. As 
*for them that ſay, If Mr. Dod, Hilderſham, and Ro- 
© gers werenowalive, they would have been of their 
* Minds, I defirethem to prove it,or not affirm it.Did 
* the Old Noxconformiſts, want Light and Heat that 
* could burn at a Stake for their Religion ? Thus 
© cloſely to the Point is Mr. Baxter. 

And Mr, Celamy, likewiſe, expoſtulating with 
Mr. Burton the Independent ; *-Defires to know of him, 
© Whether the old Noxconformiſts did not underſtand 
' *the Pattern of God's Houſe as well as he 5 and yet 
* they were againſt Separation. - 

Mr. Paul Baines denied, before the Kingand Coun- 
cil, "his keeping any Conventicle. Andtold them. * It 
- * was only ſome Private Chriſtians came one;Day to 
; 7" Wi to be reſolved in a Caſe of Conſcience.See his 
© Life. Rem 4 Eo 
Mr. Cotton (on the Canticles pag. 44-) obſerves, 
© That it's no Impeachment to Chriſtian Liberty to 
ſubmit to Chriſtian Laws. It's Rebellion makes men 
* ſay, Let w4 break their Bands in ſunder, and caft away . al, 2, :. 
© their Cords from ws. © 5 Mr. 
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Mr. Ball, 1 imagine, may charitably be ſuppos'd to 
| havehad the Spirit of God in as great ameafure asany 
of our Diſſenters 3 yet he declares that *He did not 
« approve of the Practice of our Modern Independents, 
* who atone Jump, leap'd both outof theSurplice and 
© out of the Publick Aſſemblies alſo. See Mr, Newco- 
© men's Irenicum, in the Preface. 

Mr. Greenham (as you may read in his Life) made 
it his Buſineſs to do good and to prevent Schifmns, to 
perſivadeto Peaceableneſs and Obedience ; and: told 
Dr. Bxrges, that © He durſt not Diſcourage any from 
< attending upon the Publick Worſhip of God to 
© avoid the Ceremonies. 

Mr. Dod, onthe Commandements, perſuades People 
'to come to Church at the'beginning of the Publick 
Prayers, performed by the Liturgy ; © And not the 
, I when the Prayersare half ended, and 
© the Wife when the Prayers are quite ended. And 
he adviſed his own Daughter to take the Sacrament 

kneeling. As may be ſeen in the Epiſtle” to Lofiey 
Morton's Book of Epiſcopacy, written by Sir Henry 
Tebverton. | 

But now to give you one: Paſlage for all (further 
to convince you, that it 1s notſtrength of Grace, but 
Weakneſs, which is now the Cauſe of Separation ) 

take this Remarkable-one of Mr. Baxter's, which he 
himſelf gives JP, in h#s CharaFer of aweak Chriſtian. 

* It's certainly' (ſays he) a ſign of a Weak Infirm 
Chriſtian, who is not arrived to aconfirmedState of 
* Grace, to cauſe Difcord and-Diviſtonsin the Church, 
© and torynintounwarrantable Separations uponeve- 
* ry Modal ImperfeQion; and' becauſe his Charity is 
© ſmall he- is apt to cenfure the ſtrong Chriftian who 
bath more experience, and to think him unworthy 
tis Communion:  Heisaptto ——— 
| | ene 


(19) 
* dent of his own Apprehenſons, as if all his Con- 
* ceptions were certain truth, and thinks all men Ig- 
* aorant ar Ungodly thatdiffer from him, becauſe he 
* hath not impartially and thorowly ſtudied all that 
* may be ſaid on theother fide. The Authority of his 
* choſen Teacher or Se& is greater with him than the 
5 Authority of all the Wife and Holy Perſons in the 
© World befide. If Diſcipline be neglected, if God- 
* lineſs benot promoted, and Prophaneneſs be not dif: 
* couraged, the weak Chriſtian thinks ſuch a Church 
* tobeno Church, God hath taught him by Repen- 
* tance toſce the miſchiefs of ungodlineſs, but he wants 
* experience to knowthe, Miſchiets of Church-Diviſi- 
* ons. Heknows the Evil of $jn, but notthe Evil of 
* Schiſm. Sometimes the Weak Chriſtian will be Or- 
* thodox overmuch, and thennone will be fit for his 
£ Communjonthat be not of his Opinions in Contro- 
© verted Drodtrinals 3 ſuch as Predeſtination, F ree-will, 
* The Manner pfitbe Work of Grace, Perſeverance, and 
© ſuchlike. Sometimes the Weak Chriſtian will be Su- 
* perſtitious.qvgr-much, and then none are fitforhig 
* Communion that. Worjhip not God in the Method for. 
* Carcymilantialsthathe Judgeth belt 3: and oftentimes” 
* by bis paeviſÞagſs angddgnorance be proves:a greater” 
* hinderanceto the Qhyfohes. Unity, than the Enemies 
{obs Churehtheralslnes.. He doth not love thole' 
* healing Bopks and Sermons, which narrow Differen-- 
"$&f5,-00 $5724 i Beecangiles but gather fach as call 
« Boe Pr./6al enghis rr thiticontroverted:Point gf 
* Nactrine,;, G5 againſt ſome Circumſtance of Worſhip = 
* ox Dilciphne 3 and:cevſurath any & Wiſer Chriftan © 


thamhimſclf, far manyaſupps 
. Sin bu Dug ok bg beads adiard Name againſt 
"a0; O/10% 8 gy of Warltig; be prefenciytakesa” 
* Prejudice againſtit 5 which prevails more _—_ . 
"7 Tas, © than. 


Mart. 26. 
s1, &f $2, 


Eph.s.8. 
Luk. 1.79. 
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© than Reaſon could have done. If a Zealous Preacher 
* do but call an Opinion or PraGice Antichriſtian, it's a 
© more effe&tual terror, than clearer proof. In the 
«. Litigious Titles of Pretenders to Supremacy, he is too 
© haſty to intereſs himſelf in their Contertions, when 
© the Controverſic isonly amongſt States-Men andLaw- 
© yers, and belongs not to Religion, yet the Odium 
: fhall be caſt upon Chriſtianity and Piety. - 7, 
© The Weak Chriſtian having toolittle Patience and 
© too much Paſſion is eafily tempted to break his 
©Bounds, andlike Peter to run to his Unauthorized 
* Sword, when he ſhould ſubmit toSuffering ; So that 
© heis apt to think that lawful which may be neceſſary 
©to his Preſervation; and preſently thinksthe Church 
* is falling, when Humane Poweris turned againſt it ; 
c and therefore with Vzzab he muſt put forth his hand 
© toſavethe Ark, though it coſt him his Life. 

Now. I cannot imagine (from what this Reverend * || - 
Man hath here = How Mev, of this Crazy Conſti- 
tution of Soul and low Stature in Chriſtianity,- can 
pretend to greater Light and more clear Diſcoveries ; 
as if they were gotten into the Upper Form in the 
School of Chriſt, when-they know not enough to dif 
cover their own Ignorance. So that by this Character 
of a Weak Chriſtian we may judge of the Vanity of 
this Objection, in pleading for Separation more now 
than formerly upon pretence of more Experience, *| + 
Knowledge, or Light. Such asthink they have more 
Light, let them more diligently make uſe of it to ſee 
their Miſtakes,and avoid them by itz and endeavour to 
walk as Children of that Light, which ſerves principally 


for this very end, #0 guide our Feet intothe Way of Peace, 

Another ObjxQtion, here of late, made uſe of toex-. 
cuſe SeparationArom the Publick Worſhip of God in 
our Pariſh Aſkmblies, is this . - 


(25) 


If (fay they) we ſhould now join in Communion with 5. Oby 


theChurch of England, we ſhould ſeem guiltyof Apoſtacy, 
in building up the things we our ſelves once deſtroyed. 


An Objection this, how contrary to. the Opinion Az/w. 


and Praftice of many of your own Teachers, I leave 
you to judge from the ſerious peruſal of the follow- 
ing Inſtances. Mr, Baxter in his Defence of his Cure,&c. 
hath this paſlage. | | 
© It is not ( faith he ) here convenient to inquire 
© who hath deſtroyed Reformation, tho! it be eaſy to 
« diſcern it. But this is certain, God hath ſet up the - 
© Government, that is over us, and our Governours 
© take down, by their Laws, that which perhaps we 
© accounted Reformation. This is not our Work, but 
© theirs : They permit us not otherwiſe publickly to 
© Worſhip God. And a Man in Gval doth ordinari- 
© lyjoyn in no Publick Worſhip at all : And where 
< Men are in forbidden Aſſemblies, the fears of ſome, 
© thepaſſionate Diſcontents of others, and the diſtur- 
© bance by Soldiers, and Officers do take off much of 
© the Edification, and hinder us from ſuch a frame 
* of Mind as 1s mnſt defirable. -To Worſhip God no 
' © where, is to go farther from Reformation, than to 
* Worſhip him by the Liturgie. To do itof choice is 
* one thing, and to do it as a Duty put upon us by 
© God's Providence, and our Governours 1s another. 
- © It is God that hath pulled down our Liberty to 
* ſerve him otherwiſe, and we muſt obey him. It's 
©no faulty Mutability to change our PraQice, when 
* God by changing our Condition doth change our 
* Duty'z no more than it was in Saint Paxl, who to 
* the Jews became a Jew, and Circumciſed Timothy, and 
© ſhaved his Head, and became all things to all men. 
* And no more than it was to St. Anguſlin who pro- 
© fefſeth that hewould "— God, as to Forms and 
? * Cere- 
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© Ceremonies,according as the Church did with which 
© he joyned wherever he came. It is ſinful Pride and 
©Tenderneſsof our own Honour thatmakes ſome men 
© zvoid their Duty,becauſe thoſe that are againſt them 
© take occaſion to reproach them, and call them Apo- 
© ates and Time-Servers. Can theſe Men ſuffer Death 
© for their Religion, that cannot bear a little Reproach 
© for it? We muſt not make ſuch carnal Policies our 
* Guide, as tg forbear that which God doth make our 
© Duty. | h 

This is Mr. Baxter's Sentiment of your Scruple, 
which his Praftice ſeems to countenance as little ; 
when writing his RetraGions in theſe following Words, 
he declar'd how little he fear'd being branded with 
Apoſtacy, in doing what his Duty obliged him to. 

£ I repent (ſaith he) of all that ever I ſaid, wrote,or 
« did ſince was born, againſt the Peace of Church 
© or States againſt the King, His Perſon, or Authori- 


/ © ty, as Supream in himſelf, or as Derivative in any 


* of his Officers,or any commiſſioned by him, I repent 
© that I no morediſcouraged the Spirit of peeviſhquar- 
© relling with Superiors, and Church-Orders ; but ra- 


_ © ther too much encouraged ſuch, by ſpeaking too 


BY 


* ſharply againſt thoſe things which I thought to be 
6 Church-Corruptions. I repent that I did not more 
© 3mpartially conſult with-the beſt L4wyers that were 
© againſt the Parliaments Cauſe—— See his Admoniti- 
ox to Bagſhaw. Fs 
Mr. Bruning of Ipſwich, in that (already quoted) 
Sermon of his,at the EleFion of Parliament Men 1n 1660, 
was ſo honeſt as to acknowledge © That the time paſt 
© had been a time of exquifite Temptation; ſp that 
* ſomethat belonged to God, and were dear to him, 
© had ſadly miſcarryedin the Simplicity of theirhearts, 
* by others more crafty than themſelves. , 
| An 
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And Mr. Newcome, in that Loyal Sermon of his, 
called Uſurpation Defeated, and David Reſtored 
(preached by him on the publick Solemn Day of 
Thankſgiving, May 24. 1660. in the Collegiate 
Church of Mancheſter) thus refle&ted (and wasnever 
yet thought guilty of Apoſtacy) upon the late paſt 
Times and Aﬀtions : * Oh (fayshe ) what Pretences of 
< Religion and Godlinefs hath there been in: the late 
© Miſchiefs, that have been perpetrated? Calling upon 
* God; appealing untoGod to decide the Controver- 
© fie, nay, perpetrating Villainy upon Impulſes pre- 
© tended from theSpirit of God, Security of Religion, 
© Liberty for Tender Conſciences, ec. This hath been 
*cryedup, as their Good OldCanſe, that had the Blood 
© of Kingsand Prophets at the bottom of it, like that 
* Mic. 2.10, 11. Nay, their Unheard of Villaniesare 
* made the fulfilling of their Vows - No return for 
© their Deliverances and Victories ſo proper, as to 
* raiſe our Foundations, Myurther our King, pull 
< down. the Miziſtry, &c. as no doubt it was in de- 
* fign, yetall along to advance Religror: too. | 

Mr. Humphreys did not think himfelf guilty of Apo- 
ſtacy, when he wrote himſelf A Conforming Pariſhio- 
ner, tho he were a Nonconforming Miſter. | 

It's a good Obſervation of Mr. Wells in his PraG+- 
cal Sabbatarian, © That the Sabbath is not duely ſanQi- 
© fled without our Attendance upon God's Publick 
* Worſhip. Keeping theSabbath,and reverencingthe San- 
nary, being inſeparably-conjoyned. 

You who are ſo afraid of Apoſtacy, as you call it, 
read the Story of Perry, the Separatiſt ( in Mr. Cot- 
29% againſt Williams, pag. 117.) executed in Queen 
Elizabeths Reign,.who: at the Place of Execution told 
the World; That' he had grievouſhy offended the 
Queens Majeſty, and _— away many of her _ 

2 al 
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al Subjecs into Separation, from the pablick Aſfem- 
blies; and, tho he did ſee his Error, and begged Par- 
don, yet, becauſe he could not recal thoſe whom he 
had led away, therefore he acknowledgeth, that their 
Blood might juſtly be required at his Hands. 

Mr. Fox, who compiled The Book of Martyrs, did 
not think it Apoſtacy to complain of the faCtious tur- 
bulent Spirits which had poſle(s'd the rigid Separatiſts 
in his Time ; and he faith, ©* They deſpiſed him, be- 
© cauſe he would not rail againſt Biſhops as they 
© did: And therefore, he adviſed Governours to look 
© narrowly after thoſe Men, whoſe Hypocriſie was 
© more pernicious than that of the Old Monks: For 
© under a Pretence of greater Purity, they will never 
© give over, until they have brought us under a Jewiſh 
© Slavery See his Letter in Dr. Fuller's Church 
Hiſtory, Lib. 9. p. 106. | | 

Mr. Brown,from whom the Browniſts firſt took their 
Name, did not: think it Apoſtacy, and a building the 
things he once deſtrozed, for to renounce the Principles 
and PraCtice of Separation, and take a Parſonage cal- 
led a Church. God in a ſtrange and wiſe Providence 
ſo ordering it, that he, who had utterly renounced a} 
Churches in Exgland, as no Churches, ſhould after- 
wardsaccept of one Pariſh Church among them called 
a Church. Have not many amongſt us, who cry out 
againſt Apoſtacy, Apoſtatized from their former Prin- 
ciples, and turned Independants ; and ſo built the 
things they once deſtroyed, to comply with a politick In- 

.-, | 


tereſt. 


Honeſt Mr. Parker, the Old Nonconformiſt, could 
ſay to the laſtCas may be ſeenin- his Book, called, The 
prophane Schiſm of the Brownilt, Chap. 12.) © It:grieves 
* meto'think that, who habewrittenfo muchagainl(t 
* the Separatiſts, ſhould*have the Dung of thee: Sect 
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© flung in my Face, which with all my PowerT have 
* reſiſted in the whole Courſe of my Miniſtry in Erg- 
© land. And tho I think many of them fear God; yet 1 
* muſt apply our Lords Words to them, Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do. _ ay 
To Conclude, did Dr. Reynolds Apoſtatize, when ** 
on his Death-Bed he deſired to receive Abſolution 
l according to the Liturgy of the Church of England; 
and proteſted to Dr. Holland, that he did not argue 
before King James againſt the Ceremonies as things 
unlawful, but only as things Inconvenient ? 
© Let. us therefore follow rather that wholeſome 
© Counſel given us by Mr. Pagett in his Arrow againſt 
< Separation, and endeavour to keep Faith and a good ) Tim. 1- 
© Conſcience, and not ſcare our ſelves and others, from '” 
< Communion with the Church, with fears of Apoſta- 
© cy. Let us be affraid rather of falling from the Fa- 
|. © vour of God, by lapſing into Sin. Andas for any 
< Nick-named. Apoſtacies, let them go,;. or 
Well, But (ſays the Separatift) we bavetenterednow 4 Obj 
into a Solemn League and Covenant to endeavour greater : 
Reformation in the Church, and therefore theſe good 
"8 Arguments againſt Separation does not reach our 
Cefe.; 510 995 0 21s, Cries oo 
' - But did one quarter of thoſe that -make'this Obje- Anſw. 
Ction ever take the Covenant ?- And are you obliged 
to keep it, who never took it? bs 
'Bur ſappoſe: you did take that Covenant : By 'what 
Authority did you-make it:?-No man can bind him- 
ſelf to that which is not in his Power. And an un- 
lawful Oath is better broken than kept, Make a.Co- 
venant to Reform your own Livesand your own Fas 
miljesif you pleaſe; and; keep it when you have done; 
and you do-well: But: do:not think, your {elf eh} 
gaged to do your- Governours Work: wry 07977) D765 
"FIch IN! There's 
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There's no Covenant can oblige a man to be fo Su- 


_ perſtitious, to Judge that to be Sinful which is Law- 


fal ; Nor yet to be ſo Licentious, to Judge that 
to be Lawful which is Sinful. Wiſe-men think it as 
Glorious to become Martyrs for Peace, as Confeflors 
for Truth : And will not ſuffer thepretence of Puri- 
ty, to deſtroy Unity : But can Pray as heartily againſt 
Schiſms as Herefies, notwithſtanding any pretence to 
the contrary. Inſtead of making it a Queſtion, Whe- 
ther we/may Lawfully hold Communion with thePa- 
riſh Aſſembly, theQueſtion ought tobe, Whether we 
may Lawfully Separate from the Publick Worthip of 
God, becauſe of ſome different Circumſtantial Modes 
of Adminiſtration. And Iwould gladly, then know, 
whether ever any Man took a Covenant not to in- 
form his. Underſtanding in that which is his apparent 
Duty. Doth the Obligations ſome Men have taken 
lay a Reſtraint upon Mens Judgments, ſo that they 
muſtnot examine the Do&rmes they hear from their 
Teachers > When they tell their People ſuch -and 
ſuch Practices ſymbolize with the Church of Roe, 
may they not read fach Diſcourſes as ſhew how far 
England's ſy-bolizing with the Charch of Rome 3s juſt 
Ground for Separation? If others ſay kneeling is un- 
lawful at the Sacrament; ſurely Men are not ſo tyed 
up. by Covenant for Reformation as not to examine 
whether it be ſo or no, and to take all for Goſpel 
which ſome Men deliver. The Bereans were com- 


o ©” 7 


mended for. examining : the . Dottrines they were 
taught. - £2 : 
My Lord Bacon, indeed), tells us of ſome, in his 


time, who looked upon - it as a tempting of God to 
read or hear what may be-faid againſt their Opinion. 
I fear we /haye-many ſuch in'-our times-3 and at this 
rate Men may ſoruple until they come to theit 'Ever- | 


laſting Reſt. But 


- 
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But I would fain know what ſort of Men among 
us have taken ſuch a Covenant for Reformation, as not 
to hear and read what may be ſaid againſt their Opi- 
nions, as well as what may be ſaid for theme? And 
did not (1 pray ) they who took it oblige them- 
ſelves not only againſt Sin but Schiſme ; and 
have they not broken the very Letter of it - them- 
ſelves? | 

I'm fure Mr. Watſoz ( in his Anatomy of man's 
Heart pag. 13. ) told the Parliament that they had 
doneſo : And that Men act againſt God, when they 
act againſt that Order and Government which he hath 
ſctupin the World, and in the Church. © God hath 
© ( fays he ) ſet up Kings, Nobles and Judges in a 
© Deſcent, and this makes .up the Harmony ; and 
© theſe Powers areof God. Magiſtracy is the Hedge 
© of a Nation, he that breaks the Hedg the Serpent will 
© bite him. Here is juſt Impeachment againſt the Re- 
© ligious Libertine who! Pleads for Liberty of Con- 
©ſ\ctence. Conſcience ! Muft he have his Conſcience; 
* who hath ſinned away his Conſcience ? Conſcience 
* muſt havea Rule 3 It binds anly by Virtue of a Pre- 
© cept. . Get Conſcience better informed + The Con-. 
* ſcience of a Sinner js defiled,, being defiled may nr, 
© and-erring may ſuggeſt that which is Sinfizls There 
* is nothing can bind 2 Man to ſin. Again, peg. 17.* The 
< Hypacrite { ſays he ) is more: Zealous againlt a 
£ Ceremony than againfta known Sin ;. And have we 
* not many, in our Days Zealous againſt Popery 2, If 
* they ſee 2 Crofs, tho' in a Caat,of Arms, 'they are 
© much offended 3 bnt- in the mean time, make no 
* Canſcience of-other Sins. And '({ on the Beetitudes ) 
*Q! how (ſays he) do Hereticks deftroy the Trath 
© of the Church. by Error, and S$chiſmaticks.the Peace 
* of it by Diviſians! We have ſo many ſeveral go 
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© ches, God may juſtly urcharch us all, as he did 4fa. 
©The Sectary hath Sampſon's Foxes United to ſet the 

* Church on fire. | | 
©To hold Communion ( faith Mr. Baxter, being 
© a full Anſwer to this Objettion in his Deferce of his 
« Cxre, &c. ) in the Liturgy ordinarily, where we 
© cannot have better ; and extraordinarily wherewe 
© can have better, 1s a thing that we,are bound to by 
© the Covenant, and not at all bound againſt : And 
© if there hid been-any word in 1t againſt Communion 
* with the Churches that uſe the Liturgy, it had been 
© Sin, and againſt our Duty, and therefore it could not 
© bind. It is commonly agreed that if we vow a thing 
© indifferent, it binds us nat when the indifferency 
* ceaſeth '; which-may be by the Magiſtrates Com- 
© mand, or by another Man's Neceſlity, or by Change 
© of Caſes : elfe a man might beforehand prevent moſt 
© of the Magiſtrates Obligations, and his Parents, and 
© Maſters too, and: eſcape Obedience, and then ſay 
* with the Phariſee, it is Corbar, or a devoted thing. 
* We ought not to go to the Covenant to know 
© what's our Duty in the Worſhip of God, butto the 
< Scriptures, and if the Scripture make 1t not a Duty, 
© the Magiſtrate's Law will make the doing of ita Sin 
© And if Scripture make it not a Sin, the Magiſtrates 
c Command will make it a Duty. But when we know 
© what is Duty or Sin,we may go to our Vowsnext, to 
* prove that it is a double Duty, or an aggravated 
cSin, but not otherwiſe. The Covenant or Vow ex- 
©preſly binds us againſt Schiſme, and the Renunciati- 
* on of Communion is plain Schiſm. The Covenant 
*©binds vs againſt all that's contrary to the Power of 
© Godlineſs and ſound DoGtrine 3 but the Separation 
* which Tplead againſt, is certainly ſuch. - The Cove- 
© nant binds us to Unity and the neareſt uniformity 
*we 
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© we can attain 5 but as the World goeth now, this 
© Communion is the neareſt, and needful to expreſs 
© our Unity. The Covenant binds us to Reformati- 
< 0x according to Gods Word, and the Ex2mple of 
© the beſt Reformed Churches: But to prefer no Pub- 
© lick Worſhip or a worſe before the Liturgy, is De- 
* formation and Prophanation. It's greater Refor- 
© mation to prefer the Liturgy before none, than to 
© prefer extemporary Publick Worſhip before the Li- 
*turgy. All Reformed Churches in Chryſtendom do 
© commonly profeſs to hold Communion with the Ez- 
* ol;ſh Charches in the Liturgy if they come amongſt 
c us where it is uſed. Therefore it ſeems to me to 
c be Perjury and Covenant breaking, either to pre- 
« fer no Publick Worſhip before the Liturgy, or to 
© refuſe Communion with the Churches that uſe the 
© Liturgy as a thing meerly -on that account unlaw- 
< ful. | | 
 _ Nay, ſee the ſame Author's rejoicing for his keep- 

ing his own people from taking this Coverart, in his 
Farewel Sermon to them of Kidderminſter, lately pub- 
liſhed. pag. 37. | | 

Mr. Crofton, who was ſent to the Tower for wri- 
ting in the Defence of the Covenant, yet, confeſſed 
© that heſaw nothing in the Liturgy, but what, with 
© a candid Interpretation, a good Chriſtian might ſay 
* Amen tO. 

The Aſſembly of Divines, who framed the Cove- 
nant ( and therefore beſt underſtood the extent of 
its Obligation ) were againſt Separation, except five 
of them. And in their larger Catachiſms, they thought 
fit to prefix the Advice of the Scotiſh Divines. © That 
* at Family Worſhip care ought to be taken that each 
© Family meet by themſelves, leſt it tend to the pre- 
< judice of the Publick Miniſtry, and cauſe Schiſmes } 
* and Separations in the Church. E Mr. 
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Mr. Corbet, in his Plea for Lay Communion, tells the 
World. © That the Covenant or any engagement for 
© Reformation canlay no Obligation to any thing that 
© js not in our Power- And that it obligeth us againſt 
© Separation and not to It. - 

And now let*any Separatiſt but ſeriouſly conſider, 
what the Wiſeſt-men of his own Party hath here told 
him, Arid he will ſure be aſhamed ever to urge his 
taking the Covenant as a ſufficient Plea for his Sepa- 
ration. 

But let ſuch who inſiſt ſo much upon a Covenant 
remember that they have taken a ſacred Covenant 
to keep all Gods Commands; one of which is, to 
obey their Superiors both in Church and State : 
And their Salvation depends upon it. | 


But (ſtill objects, now-a-days, our Separatiſt ) If 1 


j- comply with the Liturgy at this Time, I ſhould gratifie the 


Papilts, ayd weaken theProteſtant Iztereſt, &c. 
"his is ſo far from being true, that the quite con- 
trary is true - For all the Arguments of Bellarmine 


| neerdid ſo much propagate Popery, as Diviſion and 


Separation hath done. The Jeſuites ſtand and clap 


' their Hands to ſee the peeviſh Sefary ſtand out, and 


oppole the Government for Trifles.' | 

Mr. Wood, Profeflor of Divinity at St. Andrews, 
writing agamſt--Lockjer, tells the World, © That the 
« ſeparating Principle and Praftice is like to prove of 
* dangerous Conſequence to the Church of. God, a 
* Diſgrace to the-Reformation, and will, in time, open 
* a Door to Popery. | 

The Learned Mr. Gataker, in his Defence of Brad- 
ſhaw againſt Cann, faith plainly, * That the way to 
© prevent Popery, is to abhor. Separation from the 
* Parochial Aſſemblics. | | * 


That 
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That Excellent Preacher,Dr. Harris (a Manin great 
Reputation with our Diſſenting Brethren, freely de- 
clared, -* That he conceived the way of gathering 
* Churches into private places,to be very prejudicial 
* to the publick Worſhip of God; and pave this Ad- 
© vice to his Children,tocarry themſelves dutifully to- 
* wards Authority; to fee God in the Magiſtrate,and 
'©to look upon Order as a precious thingz and nei- 
© ther be Authors, nor Fautors of any, either Faction, 
© of Novelty. See his Life. 
Mr. Hilderſham, in his Printed Letter about Commus- 

ion with the Church of England, written to a Gentle- 
woman who was ſent to Priſon, becauſe ſhe would 
not go to Church; he tells her, © That a private Chri- 
< ſttan may diſlike the Corruptions that are ina Church; 
* and may pray, and uſe all lawful means towards a 
© Reformation 3 but he ought not to account all the 
© Churches in a Nation as Heathens and Publicans, 
* that is, ſuch as with whom they may not lawfully 
* communicate, and joyn in the-publick Service of 
© God. And Mr: Cotton in his Epiſtle to My. Hilder- 
ſham's Letters #porn John, particularly mentions that 
Letter, and faith, © It hath ſo ſtrongly and clearly 
* convinced the Iniquity of that way of Separation,that 
* Icould not(ſaith he)but acknowledgein it, both the 
* Wiſdom of God, and the Weakneſs of the Separa- 
* tiſt's Arguments, who, endeavouring to anſwer it, 
© hath given himſelf, and his Cauſe ſuch a deadly 
© Wound in open View, as neither himſelf, nor all his 
* Aſſociates can be able to heal. | 

Dr. Bates, in his Farewel Sermon, preſles to Peace 

and Unity, upon the confideration of the great Im- 
provement the Roxzariſts made of our Animoſities 
and Diviſions ;they warming themſelvesat our Flames. 
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© If ever Popery come'into Ergland, it muſt be at 


open © the Breaches made by Diviſion and Separation (as 


* a Learned Prelate of our Church obſerves) © There 
cis a Neceflity of maintaining the preſent eſtabliſhed: 
< Religion, in ordcr to the prevention of Popery, 
* whatever idle Men dream to the contrary. Read 
the Diſcourſe, called Foxes and Firebrands, and then 
let any man be of another Opinion if he can,and keep 
his Reaſon at the ſame time. | 

The moſt Reverend Archbiſhop Uſher (as you may 


ſee in his Liſe) did, the laſt time he was in London, 


with great Thoughts of Heart, lament our woful Di- 
viſions and Separations, and the Animoſities kindled 
amongſt Chriſtians upon the account of their ſeveral 
Opinions in matters of Religion. And obſerving how 
ſome oppoſed the Publick Miniſtry and Sacraments, 
and others ſpread Herefies and Blaſphemy, he ſaid, 
© He was confident the Enemy which had ſowed 
* theſe Tares up and down the Nation were Popiſh 
* Agents, ſent out of their Seminaries in ſundry Diſ- 
* owiſes 3 Which, if not ſuppreſt, would Ifſue in an 
©Inundation of Popery, And accordingly that (Paſ- 
© ſageis obſervable of Moxnſter de Þ Argle's (Miniſter 
© of the Proteſtant Church at Rover in Fraxce )) - ut 
© his Book, written in the Year 1660, containing arr 
© excellent ChareCter of his Majeſty, the Preſent King 
© of England (whom God long Preſerve!) Thus con- 
* cluding, by way of Letter to*his Friend. * Sir, This' 
« Prince is no ſuch Perſon as the Jeſuits report him, 
* For his re-eſtabliſhment is not a thing they hope - 
* for, but fear as a Thunderbolt 3 becauſe they know, 
© if he beonce reſtored, he will recifiethoſe Diforders ' 
* thoſe Perſons have fomented, who puſh on the Jeſu- 
* its Deſigns, and help them to fiſh 1n troubled ,Wa- 
c ters, as hitherto they have done. | 
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Nay, Ithath conſtantly been the ſence of many o- 
. ther Sagacious and Wiſe Men, when once they ſaw 
FaGion to grow bold and ſturdy, greatly to fear, that 
the Proteſtant Intereſt wauld be ſadly woundedby it 5 
and they have, as it were by a Prophetick Spirit, told 
us to this Purpoſe ; that if ever Popery did return in- 
to this Nation, it ought to-be laid chiefly at theSch7ſ- 
maticks door. And 'tis a Ryle among the Jefuits them- 


ſelves, Diſſenſiones errantiumalet, &c. That the Diſlen- cone. 


tions among Proteſtants do ſerve the Intereſt of the omg | 
2.\Co 39» 


Roman Cauſe. So that this very Objection which the £5. 


Separatiſt here uſesas an Argument for his Separation, 
doth fly back into his own face to Upbraid him for it, 
and perſuade him ſtrongly againſt it. - 

Such (I'm confident.) was Mr. Hilderſham's Senti- 
ment z who was ſo far from- thinking Communion 
with our Church an Encouragement to Papiſts in their 
Idolatry, that he himſclf (as ſome now living can 
witneſs) .took the Sacrament kneeling. And: an In- 
former once {wore,. that he ſaw twe of his Congrega- 
tion who did not Knee), for, which they were Fined : 
From whence it likewiſe appears, that himſelf and the 
reſt did Kneel, So neceſlary do all good men (yea as 
even our Saviour himſelf did) think Union, to pre+ 
ſerve the. Peace and Purity of our, Church. ; Ezery 
Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, is brought to Defolation 
and every City or Houſe divided againſt it ſelf, ſhall not 
ſland. Mat, 12. 25. * ; 


But notwithſtanding all this, T cannot, CQbje& Rill8, Obz. 


the Separatiſt ) held Communion with Railers and Per- 


\ 


ſecutors 5 and ſuch Scandalows . Perſons, as are. muſt, 
both Miniſters and People in. the Publick Aſſemblies 
20w. EY TT 


Ate not'yoii ode your ell, wolf you fay- ſo; of a- Avſw. 
us fr. 
[8 » 
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thers? I'mlureDr.. 


Manton;p his Sermops on the 3 19th 
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Pſalm, much condemns this Antichriſtian Spirit, that 
prevails amongſt Proteſtants,” in cenſuring oneanother 
upon the account of different Apprehe fions in lefler 
Matters, when they agree in the Foundation 3 it be- 
ing a great fault tocauſe FaQtions and Diviſions in the 
Church, and then not indure to hear of it. And, as 
Mr. Baxter well obſerves, in his Care of Church Divi- 
ſons, pag. 256. * Little do many Cenforious Separa- 
« tiſts, who cry out againſt a Spirit of Perſecution, 
© think that the ſame Spirit is in themſelves. For to 
* think and ſpeakevil of others is Perſecution. And do 
© not our Red-hot SeRaries do fo, of truly Catholick 
* and Sober Chriſtians, who have more Jatitude than 
© themſelves ? Calling them Carnal Goſpellers, For- 
© mal Profeſſors, and meer Moral inen? Nay, it may be 
* Time-ſervers, Turn-Coats, Apoſtates, and what not ? 
© Was it not Perſecution, when the Separatiſts made 
© ſuch Work in Cromwel's time 2 When ſo many were 
© turned out of the Univerſities, 'and out of the Mini- 
* {try for not engapgeing ? And out of the Magiſtracy 
© and Corporations becauſe they would not pray for 
© ſucceſs to-their Wars, and give God thanks for their 
© Victories, where the blood of thouſands of confeſſed- 
*ly Good men was ſhed ? _ : 7 CO 
 ButI pray tell 'me, what do you call Perſecution ? 
I doubt, if the Truth were known, you call Legal 
Proſecution, Perſecution. If you break the Laws, 
and diſturb the Civil Peace, muſt not the Penalty 
' be exacted, but preſently ' you cry out of Perſecy- 
#tj0y 2 t, 4h. 5. > | ” £ #5: : 
But it may be you think Miniſters are 'Perſecutors 
and Ratlers, if they in'their Pulpets condemii Faction 
inthe State, and Schjſm in the Church, Let me tell 
you, if they ſhouldnvt doit, they were unfaithful to 
their Office. © For never Was" there more need ,- 
| niſters 


f 


4 
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niſters lifting up their Voices like 4 Trumpet to ſhew the 


People their Tranſgreſſ.on, upon thataccount. For we 
have a Generation of men among us of Antimonarchial 


_ and Artiepiſcopal Principles, who have declared their 


SinasSodomr, and endeavoured if pollible to blot out 
the very Name of Proteſiant fromunder Heaven : And 
like Fews, have made uſe of ſuch barbarous means to 
keep out the Romans, which, if God. does not won- 
derfully. prevent, will infallibly bring them in. . I'm 
confident that no Loyal Exgliſh man, nor true Catho- 
lick, Chriſtian, will be prejudiced at his Miniſter, and 
fay he's of a Perſecuting Spirit, if he expoſeth the 
Pragmatical Republican, and the Schiſmatical Separa- 
tiſt That others may hear and fear, and do no more ſo 


wickedl. AS 


* Mr. Wilſnof Beftoncould tell his Hearers, that the 


Cauſe why God had brought ſuch Dreadful Calamities 
upon that Country of New-Ezgland, was Choraiſmand + 
Sond rfl br ofle © oe aanp rt 

. 'Peter Ster#y, the: Independent, was not afraid to 


 meddle with what, ſome thought, he had nothing to 


UMI 


do with, when he told'the little Parliament, « That 
© God's Deliverance of the Exgl;ſþ Nation from Nor- 
*thern Presbytery, was:a. greater Deliverance, . than 
© that "of the /Gun-potmder Treaſon fiom the Roman 
Papaey;t-: ii nl Sin | - 

Mr. Hearle could difcourfe of the Independancy of 


| Tedependant Churches apon Scripture, and it could be 


taken patiently. 06:0] Yo BITHINMCOG Eran RS 7 

And Dr. Hz, at St. Paul's, 'tabd,them, that © Ivde- 

© pendency was little betterthan Blaſphemy, a Word not 

6 fit for Creatures, who areall Dependent upon God. 
Theſe Men's/Hearers did not run away from .them, 

and call them. Tongue-Perfecutars, _ Nay, Im, ſure, 


thould but the Nonconforming Miniſters own word ; Go 
SO 4s ___ thele 
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theſe few Paſſages which are in theſe Papers, and in 
the many more which might, and have elſewhere been 
referr'd to) be repeated by any Conforming Divine, 
for their own Opinion, out of the Pulpet, they would 
preſently be branded, with (what the firſt Broachers 
themſelves muſt not yet be thought deſerving of the 
Nameof Perſecutor, Railor, and the like. 
But were our Miniſters really ſuch, as their Excla- 
' mationsfalſly repreſent 3 yet is even this no ſufficient 
Plea for Separation. © © | 
Mr. Reiner of Lincolz, in his Reſolution of that ©xe- 
ſtion, Whether Grace beeſſentially neceſſary to a Miniſter | 
of the Goſpel £ Anſwers Negatively, and tells you, that 
© Demashis Miniſtry was not to be rejected, notwith- 
* ſtanding he had forſaken St. Paul. And 1. Heſaith, 
© God gives Miniſterial Abillities to many men (ſuch 
© as Illumination, Utteranct and Tongues) tu whom 
© he gives not faving Grace. 2. We have Examples 
© of ſome ſach, whohave been allowed Miniſters, and 
© Preachers of God's Word, 'who had Gifts, but no 
© Grace, as Fudess, Demas, and ſuch who Preach 
* Chriſt out of Envy and Strife, and the Scribes and 
© Phariſees. 217.4 

Mr. Perkins, in his Expoſition upon Chriſt's Sermon ow 
the Mount, ſays, * We may lawfully attend upon the 
© Miniſtry of thoſe men, whoſe Lives and Converſati- 
* ons are Evil and Offenfive, 1f their DoQtrines be 
© found and Good: - For'the efficacy of the Word and 
* Sacraments, adminiſtred by Man, is not from the; 
© Miniſter but from-God. A Letter is not the worſe 
© becauſe brought by a Diſhoneſt Carrier. 

Mr. Pemble, in his Diſcourſe on the Nature and 
Properties of Grace. pag. 125. ſaith, © God ſometimes 
* makes uſe of the common gifts of Uriregenerate Men 
* for the good of the Churck; as Solomon made uſe of 
* the 


Ca x. 
* the Cananites and Strangers in the building of the - 
© Temple, ec. We 

And Mr. Sammel Hieron, in his Treatiſe called, The 

* Preachers Plea, (aith,' That * A Miniſter's Life 1s no 

* ſufficient Argument againſt his Dofrine, or a juſt 

© Plea for negleRing his Miniſtry, Put Caſe that all 

* Preachers did confute their Sermons with their Evil 

© Lives 3 and had Eſaxy's Hands with Facob's Voice ; 

© and were like a File, which ſmooths- other things, 

5 yet it ſelf remaining rough ; - this could not make a- 

© gainſt their Preaching. Is Phyſick and Lawthe worle, 
© becauſeſome men are Lawleſs and Intemperate? 

Mr. Fenmer, inhisSermon, called, Chriſt's Alarum 
to Drowſie Saints, ſays, * He dare not aflert that God 
* cannot make uſe of an Unregenerate Preacher to 
© Convert Souls. Experience hath found this- to be 
© true. Sore Godly Souls haveconfeſt this very thing, 
* that ſuch, as now they find to be palpably Carnal, 

- © have beenthe Meansof their Converſion. God may 
© make the Crowing of a Cock a Means to awaken 
"Me. Anthony Bees in his Treatieof Faith and Af 

r. Anthony Birges in his Treatiſeof Faith and Aſſu- 

rance, pay. ned Gith likewiſe, That * A Corrupt Mi- 
© niſter may'be uſed by God for Converſion of Souls. 
' And'Mr. Baxter told Bagshaw, That he ſhould not 

ſcruple tohotd Communion with himnotwithſtanding 
he was a Railer, becauſe the Apoſtle forbids only 

Civil eating, not, Religiox#, 1 Cor.g. 11, 
* And is 1t- not fit then;cevery EnghHþ Man ſhould 

ſubmit rather to'the Laws of his Country which are 
not contrary to the Laws of God >: And are we not- 


commanded to keep the King's Commandment, and that xc, gz. 


in Regard of the Oath of God 2 * Which is not (as Mr. 
Poole hath obſerv'd upon this Text, in hislate Englfh 
Annotations ) * to be A—— 2 Univerſally, as King 


(@2 - 
© King ſhould have commanded them to deny or Blaſ. 
£ pheme God, or to Worſhip Idols, in which Caſe eve- 
« ry Chriſtian man, who reads and believes-the Bible, 


< muſt needs confeſs that the Iſraelites eſpecially were 


© obliged to obey God rather than Man, but only of 


« ſuch Commands as are not contrary tothe Will of 
*God. Either 1. Becauſe of that Oath which thou 
© haſt taken to keep all God's Laws, whereof this of 
© Obedience to Superiors is one. Or 2. Becauſe of 
© that Covenant or Oath of Fealty and Allegiance 
© whereby thou haſt engaged thy ſelf tohim. Thus he. 

Another Modern Objection that ſome Men make 
againſt Communion with the Publick Aſſemblies of 
the . Church of Exglard, as by Law now eſtabliſhed, 
is this : 


9. Obj. The way of Preaching is now quite altered, and the Do- 


Anſw, 


Grines that are generally Preached are very corrupt ; either 
meer Morality, or elſetborow-paced Arminianiſm and con- 
trary to the DoQrine of the. Church of England, | 

This ObjcQion 1s vain and tritling, and never made 


but by Perſonsthat never, I'm confident,. underſtood - 


either what Morality or Arminianiſm means. 

_ Our. Bleſſed Saviour comprehends, the Loving of 
God with all the Heart, Soul, and Strength, as theſub- 
ſtance of the Moral Law. And Wiſe and Good men, 


who havethorowly, ſtudied the Armirian Controver- 


fiesare inclin'd to think that the Difference is more in 
Words than Things 3 and a Man may be a yery Pious 
Chriſtian that grattiſes the Sermon of a Calviniſt,, or 
an Arminian, becauſe they. agree, . if not. in- their Do- 
@rize, yet.in their A pplication. . It 1s ancaſier thing 
to bekeve in{Chriſt as our Savigur meantit, than toyun- 
derſtand the Definition. of Faith, as the Schools <x- 
poundit. . Thoſe Doftrins are moſt likely to be true 

which moſt promote; the Honour of the Creator and 
I. | _ the 


Lo. 
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the Diligence of the Creature. There axe many Spe- 
culative Points controverted amongſt Learned Men, 


. of which a Man may believe either Propoſition, and 


yet be a very. good Chriſtian. As for Inſtance. Sup- 
poſe a Man believe the Predeſtinarian Dodrine, and 
that which moves him to it is, becauſe he judgerh 
Free-gracebeſt celebrated by believing it ſo irrefiſta- 
ble, that to whomſoever it's intended, he will cer- 
tainly be happy: Or, Suppoſe a Man queſtions thoſe 
Dodtirnes, if this be;his Rexfon, becauſe he: thinks 
Divine Goodneſs moſt magnified by ſuppoſing it ſo 
Univerſal that it will make every man happy, if it be 
not his own fault. See Mr. Boyle's Seraphick Love. 
pag. IO4. © = Hi bo 
Fle that believes the Apoſile's Creed, and leads his 
Life anſwerable thereunto, need not doubt of accep- 
tance with Almighty God through Jeſus Chriſt. The 
World was never all of one mind, fince there was but 
oneManinitz nor ever will be again, fo long as there 
are two 3 eſpecially in/ſuch Points which are not ne- 
ceſfary to Salvation. It's a very great fault,: for men 
to charge the Dodqrines they hear, with ſuch odjons 
Conſequences which the Preacher never intended. 
Suppoſe a Miniſter Preachup'the neceffity of Perſonal 
Righteouſneſs according'to the Dofrine of the Apo- 
file. r John 3.7. He that doth Righteouſneſs is Righte- 
o#5; why muſt the Hearer run away and ſay that he 
denied the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, when 
he only told them, that for 'men to depend the 
imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, without labouring 


to be inwardly and really Holy, conld never fave 


them 2 Muſtnot a Miniſter mn the Antinomian 
Do&rine, bur preſently all the Pariſh muſt be told, 
'he's a Corrupt man 3; thereby rendring his Miniſtry in- 
effeual? I fear (this is one of the Temptations - 
| F 2 _ the 


Mark 16. 
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the Devil, to ſteal away the Good Seed when it is 
ſown. | 

Do not all Miniſters agree in that great Truth deli- 
vered by our Saviour. vis. He that believeth ſhall be ſa- 
ved, and he that believeth not ſhall be damned? It may be 
you take their DoCtrines to be different, meerly from 
a different way of expreſſing themſelves: ButI would 
know, whether by the ſame way of excepting againſt 
Miniſters Do&rines as unſound, you may. not alſo re- 
fuſe to hear many Nonconformiſts; who are called Ar- 
minians, Free Willers, and. I know not what; who 
have been abuſed by ſomeof your ſelves, when their 
Diſcourſes concerning Divine Preſcience, &c. havenot 
been preſently underſtood ? Thoſe are, certainly, the 
beſt Principles 'which' regulate Mens : Practices; and 
they are the beſt.men,' who livethe beſt Lives, and at- 
tribute all that's Good to God, and all that's Evil ta 
Man. Doth your Miniſter ownthe merit of Chriſtin 
the point of Juſtification, and theSpirit of Chriſt in the 
Work of San&tification 2: Do,notquarrel with his, Do- 
rine, for, you know not.,what, ſalong;ashepreach- 
eth.up Pradical Chriſtianity,\. Exceeding true is that 
Saying. of Dr. Bolton, in his Arraignment of Error, yiz, 
That 4 Sexnpulens Conſeience-is not always, @ fien. of a 
Broken Heart, bt ſometines,of, a; Broken:Head.. Some 


men do. not underſtand the Dottrine.they hear, and - 


then they. condemn, the Preacher as ertonious, . Be 
convinced that the great-Deſign of , Chriſtianity 1s to 
make men good,. and whers it. hath not. that effe@, it 
mattersnot, much, what Church ſuch a man1$ot ; be- 
cauſe a Bad man can be ſaved in none. ., Therefore ne- 
ver cry,out againſt. Preaching up Maralitz, until-you 
find People mend theix:Mapners, | If. Mxiſters,;attar 


4 


the Exampleof St. Thin iaptiſt, callupontheir$eqre 
to endeayaur;toRctqrm, their Hearts, and EY GR RS 
T 5 w_ ently 
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ſently ignorant prejudicial Hearers cry out againſt 
them, that they Preach upon meer Morality. I pray 
read the Learned Sermons of ſeveral Eminent Epiſco- 
pal Divines, and you will find excellent Diſcourſes 
upon the Creed as well as upon the Tex Commandments. 
Ifear we may attribute very much of our preſent Ca- 
lamities to the Intricate Enthuſtaſtick Comments of 
many men, who left the plain way of preaching Peace 
and Purity, and pretended great skill in unclaſping 
the Sealed Book, and caſting the Water of the ſeven 
Vials, upon whomſoever they were diſpleaſed with. 
Perhaps there are more good Preachers, than Judi- 
cious Hearers, We have many in Ezgland, who think 
every Husbandman qualifyed to Sow the Seed of the 
Word. And he that can tend Sheep, is abundant! 

furmſhed to have the overſight of God's Flock. Such, 


Incompetent Judges are many People, of their Mini- 
ters Ability and Learning. | 


- But that this pretence of the Miniſters Preaching 
Arminian DoQrine: may appear but a vain Excuſe, 
I pray conſider - You have many Publick Preachers 
Who never meddle with thoſe Controverſies in their 
Pulpits whatever their Judgments are: But they Pru- 
dently. keep to. Scripture Language,. and, as near as 
may be, to the Terms, in which the Articles of our 


Church are expreſſed, on purpoſe to prevent that 


Plea for Separation. I am very confident, who ever 


-with- an, Honeſt, Mind. attends. the Publick. Prayers 
;and Sermons once a Month for .a.Year together, will 


think jt his: Duty to.do: it every Sunday. His vain 


-Pretences will then, vaniſh, 'when he finds the Pray- 
.ets,are ſo comprebenſive,. and the Sermons ſo- Pratti- 


Y.Are. .., -:; 
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cal 2s generally they.are. .,, 
things Neceſſary to Salvayyon. ate (..3s one 


6 cult, 
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« cult, nor requiring much time to be Learned, As 
(1) for Men to profeſs the Holy Trinity, as tha 
© Obje&t of Worſhip. (2,) The Holy Scriptures, as 
< the Rule of Worſhip. (3_) A Place of Eternal Blef- 
© ſedneſs, as the Reward of Worſhip, and (4) the 
© moſt Ancient and beſt Reformed Church, as the fit- 
© teſt Example of Worſhip. 

But (till goes on our Modern Separatiſt toObjea) 


that which, notwithſtanding all this, makes methinkCom- 


municating with your Church now more doubtful, is, Be- 
cauſe our Nonconforming Mzniſters themſelves will not 
go to Churth, whereas formerly they did. 

It's very unreaſonable to make the Praftice of the 
Nonconforming Miniſters a Rule to the People. For 
it's well knpwn, that one Reaſon why they are no 
more ſeen in the Publick Churches, is, becauſe the 
Law permits them not to dwell within five Miles ofa 
Corporation. So that while you are looking for them 
in our Publick Aſſemblies, they perhaps are retir'd 
into fome obſcure Country Village. They are in 
danger of being impriſoned, if they ſhould be obſer- 


ved there, unleſs they have taken the Oxford-Oath, 
which very few havedone. 


Befides what ſignifieth another Man's Practice as a 
Rule to me? The Law of God and the Law of the Land 
ought to be my Rule, and no Particular. Examples 
if they contradiQ that. But what if ſome Rigid Noz- 

conformiſts will not come at our Publick Aſſemblies 2 
Others that are more Moderate and Peaceable will 


do it, and dodo it, efpecially in the Country, and 


before the Indulgence came forth : And they thought 


it their Duty to return 'to the Communion of the 


Church, again, when that 'Liberty was prohibited 


by Authority. And 6 have many Private Chriſtians, 


who think themſelves bound in Conſcience ſo to do. 
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If Men will follow Examples, they ought to imitate 
thoſe, who are moſt Humble and Prudent, rather 
than thoſe, who are 'moſt Hot and Violent. 
Hathnot Mr. Baxter, in his Defence of his Care, de- 
clared to the World, © That he himſelf goeth to his 
* Pariſh-Church and takes the Sacrament Kneeling, 
*on purpoſe to convince People that he -doth not 
| *©thinkitunlawful foto do? And hath not Mr. Sa. 
Clark, in his own Life, writtes by himſelf, declared 
that, * Although he could not conform as a Miniſter 
*in the Year 1660. Yet he durſt not Separate from 
<* the Publick Aſſemblies, and gather a Church out of 
© a Church, becauſe he Judged the Church of Ezg- 
© Jad to be a True Church ? And Mr. Pool in his 
Vox Clamantis in Deſerto, adviſed his Nonconforning 
Brethren, many Years ago, © To do all the good they 
* could within the Compaſs of the Laws, and to en- 
© couragethe Honeſt Conformiſts and ſtrengthen their 
* Hands. 
And Mr. Af obſerved, * That if Men deny to hold 
* Communion with ſuch a Church as our's 1s, (viz. 
©The Church of Ergland ) there hath not been a 
© Churchin the World this thouſand Years with which 
ca Man might lawfully Communicate. \, 
Mr. Goxge that excellent Man, who went about do- 
ing good, and. conſtantly attended the Publick Wors 
. ſhip of God in the Parochial Aſſemblies, told his 
Friends, © He thonght himſelf bound in Conſcience 
©'o ro do: And he allo cauſed the Prayers of the 
* Church to be tranſlated into the Welch Language : 
© See Dr. Tillotſon's Sermon Preached at his Func- 
Aa © . q6-ed | | 
But it is likewiſe ( I obſerve) Obje@Fed by our Dſ- 11Obj 
ſexters, that; be Fav 20 fl attend the Miniſtry Y 4 
_ the Noncontorming. Miriſters, They muſt. ſtarve for 


want 


UMI 


Anſw. 


(48) 
want of Maintenance. They are Poor and Indigent, ha- 
ving loſt their Livings, &C. | 

. A Private good, is not to be preferr'd before a 
Publick ; and it is fitter for one. man to Periſh, 
than a whole Comonm-wealth. But however, it is 
evident they are not all ſo Poor, tho' they have loſt 
their Livings; for many of. them can ſubſiſt very 
comfortably without Preaching. And for thoſe-that 
are Poor, tho' the Laws oblige you not to hear them 
in' numerous Auditories, yet they do not forbid your 
Charity. You may be as kind as you pleaſe to them 
and their Families. © If, inſtead of ſetting up Separate 
Congregations, they had continuedin Corporations,, 
and not refuſed to take the Oxford-Oath, but by 
their Attendance upon the Publick Worſhip, and 
ſhewed a good Example to their former Hearers, had 


ſpent their timein Perſonal Conferencies and Inſtru- 


tons from Houſe to Houſe (the Law allowing four, 
beſides the Family ) they had more promoted the 
Pradtice of Pieth and encouraged many conformable 
Perſons to have been their BenefaQtors-z by ſuch a 
Prudent and Peaceable Carriage, which yet I hope 
15.not to late too begin. p PO af. 

Beſides, for your Miniſters: to continue now. their 


Preaching againſt Law, to procure a maintenance a- 


mongſt you, is by no Means juſtifyable, and conſe-. 
quently upon that account, _=_ ought not tohear and 
maintain them ſeparating from the Church Afems, 
blies of England. _ =E 
It's true, the Apoſtle faith. He that provides not for,” 
his Family is worſe; than an Infidel : Yet. the ſame. A-, 


| Polſtle obſerves, that we ought not fo do Evil, that 
good #4y come, becauſe the Damnation of ſuch is juſt. 
Now tho' it be a Duty to Preach the Goſpe], 

not the Duty of all Men, at all Times, and 


yetits , 
in all Pla- 
ces, 


Lat 00 
ces. At the firſt Plantation of Chriſtianity, and Publi- 
ſhing of the Goſpel;theApoſtles had an immediate Call 
fromGod,and by Virtue of that Patent under the'Broad 
Seal of Heaven had Authority to obey God rather 
than Man : So that they might well fay, Wo t© 
if we Preach not the Goſpel. And certainly when the 
Converſion of Souls is the chief Motive, it would 
carry Men into the moſtIgnorant and BarbarousParts 
of the. World, to open mens Eyes/and turn them 
from Darkreſ: to Light, and from the Power of Satav 
| unto God, as did the Apoſtles, + + 
The Old Nonconformiſts did all the ' good they” 
could in a Private Capacity, when'they were ſilenced. 
by the Biſhops from preaching Publickly. And*they 
thought it their Duty to ſubmut'to their Suſpenſions; 
ſo long as their Dioceſans did it by the Law. of the 
Land : As Mr. Rathband obſerves i: his grave Admo- 
zitions. (a Book written in the name- of ſeveral of 


them. oo Fre 3 


And ſo Old-My. Parker challenges the World to. 
give an Inſtance, if they could, of any Unpeaceable- 
neſs or Obſtinacy of any of them ; or of any Signs of 
Pride or Contempt of — ©Do we ( faith 
© he) perſwade any man to refuſe the Ceremonies for 
_ £ which we ſuffer > Do we not ſtretch our Conſci- 
c ences to the utmoſt to conform ? - We do not wil- 
© lingly calt off our Miniſtry : But we ſubmit to the 
© Providence of God: who calls us from it. See hisBook 

© of the Croſs, Part 2, pag. 34. - +5 bd: 5 

Mr. Geree in his Vindicie Eccleſie Anglicane (the de- 
ſign of which is to ſhew, that tho' there be need of 
Reformation in, yet not of Separation from the Chur-. 
ches of Chriſt in England) in the Epiſtle Dedicated to 
Learned Mr. Riaherd Capel, he ſaith, © That for-men 
* to Preach Publickly-dgainft ithe Command of Au- 

| G thority 
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< thority, without an immediate Call framGod, is a 
« thing which -be never thought cxcuſable from Fa- 
« Jion: Nor likely to be long tolerated. And heal- 
© ſo makes this Obſervation, That of all the ſpiritual 
« Converts that are in our Church, it may be- truly 
« affirmed, that-not one of ten thouſand hath been 
© converted by a Separatift, whilſt of that Opinion ; 
* They more minding the proſclyting of the conver- 
© tedto their way, than the converting of the Pro- 
« phane to the way of Truth. - And concludes, That 
© the Cure of Separation would further Reformatior, as 
* much as Reformation weakens Separation. 

Many, of the Parliament Preachers, in the Late 
Times, we find frequently calling upon them to ſup- 
preſs Diviſions in Religion, by their Civil Authority ; 
as being the Keepers of Both Tables : And they tell 
them, * The Omiſlion of their Duty in that Particu- 
© lar would render them acceſſory thereunto. See Mr. 
* Marſhall's Sermon and others. 

Dr. Seamaz tells the Parliament that the Power of 
Magiſtrates in Matters of Religion is now ſtruck at. 
And, faith he, © Befides the Prophane and Scandalous 
« Miniſters, there are a new ſort ariſen amongſt us, 
* who thruſt themſelves into the Lord's Vineyard, 
* and it's no leſsthan Perſecution (ſo they common- 
* ly give out (to Deſire to have their Suſpicious Opi- 
* mons examined, and they commanded to forbear 
* Publiſhing them. See his Sermon called the Preſident 
for Kings and Princes. . 

Thanks be to God, out Magiſtrates do not forbid 
the Preaching of the Goſpel; nor the pradtifiing of- 
that excellent Part of it, the-reheving of the Indigent : 
They only reſtrain fome particular Perfons, whoſe 
7 rinciples will not; permit them: to ſubmit to the 
Publick Conſtitutions, from Preaching, but not _— 

| ub- 


: ( 43) 
ſabſiſting by your Benevolence. You may maintain 
them, I hope, without ſeparatinp from Communion 
with us to hear then Preach, We having ſo many 
and ſo good: Men of unſpotted: Lives, who Preach 
ſound DoGrrine, and are incouraged thereto by our 
Laws. | | 

But now the concluding ObjeQion of all, which 
our Diſlenters urge the moſt vehemently againſt their 
Communion with our Church, is this : | 


T here hath (lay they) been ſo many Books written of 1 2Obj. 


late in Defence of Nonconformity, that [ cannot be ſa- 
tisff'd; but flill remain in Doubt, Whether it be lawful 
' to hold Communion with the Parochial Aſſemblies : [1 
vehemently ſuſpef7 it to be ſinful, and whatſoever 1s not 
of Faith 1s Sin, ad therefore there's an end of the Con- 
troverſie. | 


There'snot an End of the Controverſie for all that. Azſw. 


I pray examine firſt, whether you do not make uſeof 
this Plea merely for a pretence: And'inorder to your 
own Tryal,[11 refer you rg one of your own admired 
Miniſters, for DireQions how you may know thedif- 
ference between Wilfulneſs and Tendernefs of Con- 
ſcience. It is Mr. Jer. Burroughs .,in his /rexicum,pag-36, 
&- 37. <If aman (fays he) be prond and turbulent 
* in his Carriage, and deſpiſe his Betters, and be apt 
© to publiſh his miſtakes,and not humbly and modelſt- 
* ly conceal them 3 It's then a ſign the'Devil is 'in his 
* Will, and not1n his Conſcience, when a man oppo- 
« ſeth the Fagan of many moreGodly and Learn- 
* ed than hithſelf; and-wher) he'riepteds the meansof 
© better Information, not ſtudying what may be ſaid 
"_ his Opinion -as well as what tnay be ſaid 
<for it. ! -: i411 4 bg qr” 4 $0 
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ting Conſcience, and they are theſe very obſervable 
ones which follow. * Be ſure to maintain and uphold 
+ all that is manifeſily good in Church or State. It: 
© there be manifeſt Evils, Labour'in your Place, by 
< the beſt means to have them amended in a peacea- 
© ble way ; and bear with lighter faults, for a time, 
© until a fitter occaſion be offered to redreſs them. As 
© for likelyhoods of Evil, make them not apparent-' 
« Evil by ill Interpretation, where-neither- the State 
© intends it 'nor maintains it.. Take doubtful things 
© ever in the beſt part. | Judicioufly diſtinguiſh be-. 
* tween the abuſe of a. thing, . and the uſe of it. Make 
< a difference between: Publick Eſtabliſhments, and. 
* Perſonal Errors of ſome +. Between Subſtance, 'and 
© Circumſtabee Between - found Dodrine, and.bad 
« Application. Again, never preſume to Reform 
© others. until thou-baſt. Reformed thy ſelf: - Do not 
* diſobey the eyident Cammand of God, where there 
«3s nothing but:probability of (inningjin obeying the . 
Precept of; thy,Governaur. Doi not. ſer. Opinion 
*before Judgment. ;Set alide Fancy, 'and. Jo not 're- 
<fuſe to obey: Authority; where.vt 1s: not plain that 
<-you. Sin .againſt;God.in ſo:doing... .Be more afraid 
of offending +1awtul Mapiſtrate;:thanimanycpri- 
+.vatei Perſonss17 Whete, thaw: canſt not: yield, there 
bymbly -beg'/parden:;:;: Where. thou cariſtinot beto: 
©Jerdted;: þ&tomtented. with Correftion for ſafety of 
*Ganſgience ©:-1t's not.enough, to. excuſe Obedience, 
Fr to.1ah>}leefns:59 me tobe a: $m;4 prof how:doth 
* 1t appear torbedq:?.,: Is it farply fo's'Shew nie | the 
* Probibition:; Qr.1s it; deridentally ſo2:;:Qaly-m-the 
abuſe of 8, or through: Jevorance of fits Lawfulnefs? 
* Or doſt thou only ConjeFnre it to be ſo ? Conſider, 
Oy things.can-Diſcbirgafromxlicntglet 
| þ ke PurysopJbetlencens Apthoditgas: 
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The Rational and Excellently Learned Caſuiſt, 


Biſhop Sanderſon, in his Sermon upon that Text, what- Rom, 14. 


oever is not of Faith is Sin, tells us to this purpoſs, 23. 
that from hence ſome men take Occaſion to tell us, 
that they cannot go againſt their own Conſcience, for 
_ any Magiſtrates pleaſure whatſoever, * Judg I pray 
* you ( faith he) what preverſenefſs is this, when the 


© Bleſſed Apoſtle commandeth us to Obey for Conſcience gym. 
© ſake, that Men ſhould diſobey, and that for Conſcience 13. s. 


* ſake too. Thou fayelt, It 1s againft thy Conſcience. 
* I ſay in the Caſe of doubtfulnefs, it is not againſt 
* thy Conſcience. For doubting properly is, when 
* the Mind 1s held in ſuſpence-between two ways : * 
© Uncertain' whether' of both to take. And 1n this 
© Caſe the weight of Authority ſhould caſt the Scale : 
* A repugnant Conſcience, I confeſs, is another thing. 
© If the Conſtience have alzeady paſſed a Judgment 
_ © upon a thing, and condemned it as fimply Unlaw- 
« fuls In that.caſe a man ought not toobey, although 
* his Conſcience hath pronounced a wrong Sentence 3 
* and erred 1n that Judgment: Yethe fins in diſobey- 
* ing the Magiſtrate'z from which Sin the following 
*of the ;Judgment. of his own Conſcience cannot ac- 
Sguitbiea, Such: ;1s the :Perplexity men: caft. them- 
{ſelves into by Error,: Iprorance:and-Obſtinacy; that 
< they. can: neither go;with their Canfciences, nor a- 
« painft them, but they ſhall Sin. But you will yet 
lay; t'Aafer. to forbear ina doubtful Caſe; 1 fay. fo 
* too :, Only. It the'Caſe. be rightly ſtated; As'for Ex- 
£ ample: Suppoſe a-man doubt whether it be: Law- 
"© ful.ta-Kneel at the-Communion, thou thinkeſt it ſa- 
.* fer for thee perhaps not.to kneel. -; So ſhould I too, 
+4,If thou -wert left meerly! ta thine.own Liberty. But 
+. if Authority;Comtand thee to kneel, which whe- 
* ther itbe Lawfulfor thee to do, ornat, thou doubt- 


< eſt; 
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© eſt 3 thou cannot chuſe but thou muſt needs doubt. 
© alſo, whether thou mayelt lawfully diſobey or not. 
* Now then here apply the Rule (of taking the ſafer 
« way ina doubtful Caſe) and ſee what will come of 
cit, Judg, ſince thou canſt not but doubt in both 
«© Caſes, whether it be not the ſafer of the two, to o- 
© bey doubtingly, than to diſobey doubtingly. Hold 
© to the certainty, and let theuncertain go. It's cer- 
© tain, thou ought to obey the Magiſtrate in things 
© not contrary to the Will of God ; but whether the 
© thing now commanded is contrary to the Will of 
© God is uncertain to thee, becauſe thou doubteſt. 
c Act ſafely, therefore, and obey. 

And the Reverend Mr. Paxl Baines tells us, in the 
Letter he wrote to his Friend to reſolve the doubt 
concerning kneeling at the Sacrament. * It (ſays he) 
« twenty Scruples ſhould ariſein my mind about it, 1 
c ſhould yet believe the Geſture Lawful, for the Rea- 


© ſons before named, which you may ſee in his Book * 


© at large. 

Mr. Baxter, likewiſe, very well obſerves in his 
Reaſons for the Chriſtian Religion that, * A tender Con- 
« ſcience 1s as tender of being Guilty of Diviſions, 
© Schiſme, and Separation, as of Drunkenneſs, Whore- 
< dome or any other Enormous Sins. 

So that you may, by this time I doubt not, ſee 
hence enough to convince you of the inſufficiency 


of this mighty Objedtion to excuſe your Separation 


from the Parochial Aſſemblies of our Church, 

Let not therefore the Pretence of greater Purity, 
deſtroy Unity 5 Nor the tything of Mint, Ariſe and 
Cummin, make us zgglel? the greater and more weighty 
Matters of the Law. Let us Labour after thoſe Divine 
Qualifications /which give the Effential Forme, and 
Genuine Comptexion to Chriſtianity, ſuch as _ 

| an 
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and Goodneſs, Truth and Mercy, Peace and Holi- 
neſs: And ſhun thoſe malignant Epidemical Diſtem- 


pers which wound the Vitals of Religion, ſuch as An- 


ger, Wrath, Clamour, Rebellion, Faftion and Sedi- 
tion, ec. And let us remember that all the parts of 
Inſtituted Worſhip, are but defigned to bring the 
Mind and Manners of men into a nearer Correſpon- 
dence with the Divine likeneſs; and more exa@t Re- 
ſemblance of that Pure and Holy Being who is the 
Objet of our Worſhip : Veſture, Geſture, Time and 
Place, Forms of Devotion and Modes of Expreflion 
being but the Appendages of Religion, and therefore 
unbecoming wiſeand good Men to diſturb-the Peace 
of the Church about them, if they do not in all 
things ſuit with their private Humours. Let us wiſe- 
ly therefore (toconclude) obſerve the Apoſtles molt 
excellent Directions. With all Lowlyneſs and Meekreſs, 
with long ſuffering forbearing one another in Love. En- 


Peace. 


Epheſ. 4, 
deavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of ph 
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